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at Philadelphia, Pa. 


Tue, Nov 17 Villanova 


at Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Cincinnati 
at Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Fri, Nov 27 
Tennessee 


Sat, Nov 28 


at Omaha, Neb. 


Wed, Dec 09 Creighton 


at lowa City, lowa 


Tue, Jan 05 lowa* 

Sat, Jan 09 Rutgers” at Piscataway, N.J. 
Sat, Jan 16 Illinois* at Champaign, lll. 
Wed, Jan 20 Michigan State* at East Lansing, Mich. 
Sat, Jan 30 Purdue* at West Lafayette, Ind. 


at Madison, Wis. 


Wed, Feb 10 Wisconsin* 

Wed, Feb 17 Indiana” at Bloomington, Ind. 

Thu, Feb25 Penn State” at State College, Pa. . 

Sun, Mar 06 Northwestern* at Evanston, Ill. | 
Tournament Indianapolis, Ing ee 


Wed, Mar 09 = Sun, Mar 13 - Big Ten 
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AT EXPENSE OF NU 


It's fun to have such a game, despite 
the outcome this season, especially since 
leaving the Big 12 Conference where the 
Huskers had plenty of long-standing rival- 
ries. For me, the day after Thanksgiving 
has always been a day of either watching 
the Huskers on television with my family 
or in person. Now that lowa is the oppo- 
nent, it adds special meaning. 

A long time ago, well it seems like to 
me, | was born in M ason City, lowa, lived 
in that state for less than a year before 
moving on to Illinois. Both of my parents 
had grown up in lowa with my mother at- 
tending Northern lowa and my father at- 
tending Grinnell College. 

There really wasn’t any great loyalty 
to the Hawkeyes in my family. So when 
| moved to Columbus, Nebraska at age 6, 
| became a Nebraska fan and pretty much 
have been ever since. 

Asa child growing up, many Thanks- 
giving holidays were spent at my relatives’ 
homes in Webster City or Manchester, 
lowa. My aunt and uncle leaned more to- 
ward the lowa State Cyclones, while my 
grandparents were season-ticket holders at 
lowa athletic contests. 

However, we almost always would 
watch the Nebraska vs. Oklahoma games 
the day after Thanksgiving. lowa would 
then play its rival M innesota for the Floyd 
of Rosedale trophy on Saturday. 

| don’t remember too many of those 
lowa games, although | think | have a few 
fleeting memories of Iowa’s 1985 team 
was that was ranked as high as No. 1 when 
Chuck Long was a senior. 

When | was a freshman at the U niversi- 
ty of Nebraska in 1996, the Huskers ended 
their day after Thanksgiving rivarly with 
Oklahoma and began playing Colorado. 


twitter.com/Darrenlvy1 


| was in the south stadium student sec- 
tion that day as N ebraska built a 17-6 half- 
time lead and then had to hold on in what 
seemed like the longest and coldest second 
half ever with the snow falling and the 
Buffaloes seemingly in NU territory the 
whole time. 

NU held on to win 17-12 that day. en 
route to an 11-4 record in 15 day-after- 
Thanksgiving games versus the B uffs. 

| wasn’t at the initial 20-7 win over 
lowa by Nebraska in 2011, but have been 
fortunate to attend the last four meetings 
that have now been split by the two teams. 
Each team surprisingly has won on the op- 
posing team’s field. 

On Friday, Nebraska did too many 
things to hurt itself - mainly in the form of 
turnovers, costly penalties and interesting 
playcalling. 

After a third down stop and poor lowa 
punt, NU took over on the lowa 47-yard 
line. However, on the first play, Tommy 
Armstrong threw one of three intercep- 
tions right to an lowa defender. 

Later in the first quarter, Nebraska 
looked like it was going to get the ball 
back on the Iowa 35-yard line following 
a sack and fumble, but Kevin Williams 
was Called for illegal hands to the face and 
Iowa got the ball back at its own 49-yard 
line. Another roughing the passer penalty 
continued that drive that eventually led to 
Iowa’s first touchdown. 

Armstrong’s second interception was 
returned for an lowa touchdown. 

A late hit penalty on a punt return gave 
Iowa golden field position on its first pos- 
session of the second half and two plays 
later the Hawkeyes punched in a 29-yard 
touchdown to make it 21-10. 

A failed throw to the endzone on fourth 
and one midway through the fourth quar- 
ter and Armstrong’s fourth interception 
finally sealed NU’s fate once and for all. 

The Huskers normally would be done 
at 5-7, but could still get into a bowl as not 
enough teams are bowl eligible and will 
learn their postseason fate on Dec. 7. 


4 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | DECEMBER 6, 2015 


CATCH THE ACTION 
SUBSCRIBE TO... 


ILLUSTRATED 


The magazine of Husker 
Nation since 1980 


17 issues per year including 


idal=Wr-layaler-l mm mkexe)iey-|| Mm d-y-1n elele) 4 


1-800-524-9527 


magazine.huskersillustrated.com 


TLLUSTRATED 


THE ORIGINAL MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO NEBRASKA ATHLETICS 


MUSKERS CONTENTS 


Huskers Illustrated is published by Landmark Community Newspapers, 
R Rd., Lexi , KY . Periodical id 
iennaten Weandaddioraimalingemes DECEMBER 6, 2015 » VOLUME 35+ NO. 17 


Editor, General Manager: DARREN IVY 


darrenivy@huskersillustrated.com 
Photographer: JOE MIXAN Huskers Illustrated (USPS 658-450, CO LU M N S 
ISSN 0279-3474) is published monthly 

Photog fa pher: JIM RASH January, February, March and December, 4 
Photog ra ph er: MITCH OTTO Bi-monthly March/April and June/July/ 

ae rH August and three times per month during 
Recruiting Writer: MIKE SCHAEFER Octoberand weekly in Septemberand F RO M T H E E D | TO R 
Beat Writer: MICHAEL BRUNTZ November by Landmark Publications, BY DARREN IVY 
BEC TiSe ERRTIRESTEIN LLC dba Huskers Mutated 601 With losses in two of the last three meetings with lowa, Nebraska must admit that the 

f Taylorsville Rd Shelbyville, KY 40065. Hawkeyes are officially a rival and work to achieve what they have done this season. 

Beat Writer: SHANE G, GILSTER Periodicals Postage Paid at Shelbyville, 
Contributing Writer: DOUG GRIFFITHS KY andatadditional mailing offices. 6 

; ‘ : Subscriptions: $62.95 per year. 
Contributing Writer: BRIAN ROSENTHAL postmaster: Send address changes to 


Contributing Writer: BOB HAMAR Huskers Illustrated, 601 Taylorsville Rd. ] N S ] D E H U S KE R R EC R U ITI N G 


Contributing Writer: TERRY DOUGLASS Ye KY 40068. BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
Prized Nebraska quarterback recruit Patrick O’Brien recently signed his financial aid 


SS at (402) 742-0125 package, allowing Husker coaches to have unlimited contact with him. 

or Tim Francis (859) 278-3474 

NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR: G Associates, Inc. 7 

SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS: Go to magazine.huskersillustrated.com STATE O F TH E H U S KE RS 

or e-mail to support@huskersillustrated.com BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 

or call 1-800-524-9527. Following Nebraska's 28-20 loss to lowa in its regular-season finale, head coach Mike 


Riley is eager to start the next phase of the football program. 


MORE THAN A MAGAZINE 
TO SUBSCRIBE: FEATURE 


MAGAZINE.HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 8 
OR CALL: $00-524-9527 Q&A WITH ANDY JANOVICH 


PRINT | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 


BY LANNY HOLSTEIN 
Huskers Illustrated Magazine, the original publication Senior fullback Andy Janovich played his final home game for the Huskers against lowa, 
dedicated to Nebraska athletics, is in its 35th year of and now will turn his attention to impressing the pro scouts. 


publication with the best Husker coverage, including 


our annual football yearbook (pictured). DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME TV/SCORE 
SEPT.5 BYU MEMORIAL STADIUM 2:30PM. L.33-28 
SEPT.12  SOUTHALABAMA MEMORIAL STADIUM 7PM. W,48-9 
SEPT.19.  @MIAMI MIAMI,FLORIDA 2:30PM. —L,36-330T 
SEPT.26  SOUTHERNMISS MEMORIAL STADIUM 1AM. W,36-28 
OcT.3  @ILLINOIS CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS 2:30PM. L,14-13 
OCT.10 WISCONSIN MEMORIAL STADIUM 2:30PM. L,23-21 
OCT.17  @MINNESOTA MINNEAPOLIS,MINNESOTA 2:30PM. —-W, 48-25 
OCT.24 NORTHWESTERN MEMORIAL STADIUM TE L,30-28 
OCT.31  @PURDUE WESTLAFAYETTE,INDIANA 11A.M. L,55-45 

NOV.7 —_ MICHIGANSTATE MEMORIAL STADIUM 6PM. W,39-38 
pepe sei ee NOV.14  @RUTGERS PISCATAWAY,.N.J. 2:30PM. W,31-14 


at huskersillustrated.com and NOV.27 IOWA MEMORIAL STADIUM 2:30P.M. L,28-20 
with our new Internet partner Pa — : 


247Sports.com. Get breaking news, 
game reports, recruit databases, 


E-EDITION | Magazine.huskersillustrated.com 

Our new e-edition of the magazine can be viewed on your computer 
or iPad. Perfect for the subscriber who doesn’t want to wait for 

the mail! Current subscribers register for free access at Magazine. 
huskersillustrated.com. No credit card required. 


EXPRESS | Magazine.huskersillustrated.com 

Each release of Huskers Illustrated Express, an exclusive online-only 
bonus to your subscription, will provide up-to-the-minute news, 
features and commentary about Nebraska's upcoming football or 
basketball games. Current subscribers register for free access at 
Magazine.huskersillustrated.com. No credit card required. 


Wu 
= 
=) 
(a) 
Wu 
< 
UW 
~”n 
=_l 
=_l 
<x 
[0] 
= 
° 
ie) 
LL 
n 
= 
(=) 
N 


recruit rankings, video highlights and photo galleries. HI’s FREE message board, 
The Bone Yard, is quickly setting a new standard for forums in college sports. 


Nebraska senior Kelsey Fien celebrates a point during 
Nebraska's regular-season ending sweep of No. 5 Penn 
State at the Bob Devaney Sports Center on Nov. 28. 
With the win, Nebraska finished second in the Big Ten 
: Conference this season with a 26-4 record. The Huskers 

Gwikter M lated to find here th Id play i 
facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitter at | 1°) were slated to find out Nov. 29 where they would play in 
: the NCAA Tournament with the ultimate goal of making 
the Final Four in Omaha. 


SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter 
Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow facebook 


Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at 


twitter.com/hillustrated. 


The next Huskers Illustrated edition, featuring the volleyball team in 
the NCAA Tournament and a possible bow! preview will mail Dec. 21. 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Quarterback Patrick O’Brien inks financial aid papers 


Nebraska offensive co- 


ordinator Danny Langsdorf 
stopped out to see quarterback 


commit Patrick O’Brien on the 


day the four-star commit of- 
ficially signed his financial aid 
papers with the university. 
O’Brien is the first player 
to sign the financial aid pa- 
perwork with Nebraska this 
season and said it felt great 
to put pen to paper and more 
officially link himself with 
the Huskers. The financial 
aid papers allow Nebraska 


unlimited communication with 
the San Juan Hills quarterback, — 
allowing coaches to have more | 


personal contact. 

Over a quick period of 
time last spring O’Brien and 
Langsdorf developed a strong 
relationship and since then the 


two have grown closer through — 
if the Huskers will ask him to 
run as much, but he thinks the 
offense makes for a good fit. 


consistent communication. 
“He’s a great coach,” he 
said. “T like him a lot. His 
style is very similar to what I 
have here with my high school 
coach. I kind of looked for 
that with the coaches of the 
colleges I was looking at and 
he really fit the bill for me. 
He’s been really supportive 
throughout the entire season. 
He’s a really good guy.” 
O’Brien had hoped Langs- 
dorf would be able to watch 
him play, but San Juan Hills’ 
season came to an end with 
a loss in mid-November. The 
quarterback finished with 
some eye-popping numbers 
for the season, estimating he 
threw for around 2,900 yards 
and 32 touchdowns to just five 
interceptions. O’Brien said 
he finished with a 78 percent 
completion rate for the season. 
The quarterback also ran 


in nine touchdowns with over 
_ 700 rushing yards this season. 


O’Brien said he’s not sure 


“Tt fits my kind of style at 


quarterback. Tommy is more 

_ of a dual-threat guy but the 

_ coaches are working with what 
they have I feel like,” he said. 
“The coaches told me it'll 
kind of be like how it was at 
Oregon State. What they are 
running right now is exactly 

_ what I was running in high 
school.” 


Many fans wondered if 


O’Brien would waver on his 
commitment while the Huskers 
struggled through the season, 

_ but he said he’s always been 
locked into Nebraska. 


Other schools reached out, 


but O’Brien wasn’t interested. 
_ He said things then became 
_ quiet pretty quick. 


“T’m pretty solid,” he said. 
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: ing early so I’ve shut it down.” 


While that communica- 


tion might have died down, 

_ things are heating up between 
_ O’Brien and the rest of the 

» Nebraska recruiting class. The 
_ quarterback said he’s enjoyed 
- getting to know some of the 
guys who will join him and 

_ he’s excited about the talent 
Nebraska is accumulating. 


“Nebraska got a receiver 


(Derrion Grim) and he just 
broke the California state 
record for touchdowns in a 
season,” O’Brien said. “He’s 
really good. They also have 
John Raridon who’s like the 

_ No. | offensive guard. He’s a 

_ beast. I met him on my official. 


“All the guys they’ ve got 


right now are good. Quayshon 
_ Alexander in New Jersey, he’s 
really good. JoJo Domann 

_ from Colorado reminds me 

_ of Nate Gerry right now. I 

_ just think it’s a great group of 
guys.” 

“Everyone knows I’m graduat- _ 


It’s not just committed guys, 


_ but O’Brien said he’s working 
- on some others to get them to 

: take a strong look at the Husk- 
ers. He listed 2016 recruits 

: Tremayne Anchrum, Zach 

. Farrar and C.J. Riley as the 

: primary ones he’s been com- 

- municating with this fall. 


O’Brien also said he’s 


: become friends with several of 
_ the Calabasas guys like Tristan 
- Gebbia, Darnay Holmes and 

: Keyshawn Johnson. The 

- four talk regularly and about 

: Nebraska. 


The quarterback said he 


: wasn’t sure if the Huskers 

: were the favorite for Johnson, 
: but did say they’ ll be getting a 
: few more visits. 


“T talk with Keyshawn all 


: the time,” O’Brien said. “T 
don’t know where he’s going. 
- I mean hopefully Nebraska, I 

» would love that. We message 

_ all the time...Then I'll be play- 
_ ing in the spring game next 

: year and he wants to come out 
: for that.” 


The quarterback said it’s 


: easy to sell the Huskers and 

: it became even easier this fall 
: after he took an official visit 

: to Lincoln for the Wisconsin 

» game. Even though the Husk- 
- ers failed to put the Badgers 

: away, O’Brien said he was 

: floored by what he saw at 

: Memorial Stadium. 


“The game atmosphere at 


- Nebraska is crazy,” he said. 

: “Like I used to go to USC 

» games all the time and those 

: games were fun but I can’t 

: wait to play at Nebraska. 

: There’s nothing even close to 
_ it. Little kids come up to me 

_ and ask for autographs. They 

: know my name. It’s special. 

- It’s different. I like it a lot.” N 
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Riley eager to start next phase with Huskers 


Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


In the minutes following Nebraska's loss 
to Iowa, with a long-shot bowl berth still a 
possibility, Nebraska's players and coaches 
started turning their attention to 2016. 

In a disappointing season where Ne- 
braska lost its seven games by a combined 
31 points, the final loss Friday against lowa 
featured many of the same themes seen in 
the Huskers’ other six losses — turnovers, 
penalties, head-scratching decisions. 

Heading into the game against Iowa, 
Nebraska knew it would have a small mar- 
gin of error. The Hawkeyes were among 
the country’s leaders in turnover margin, 
and the Huskers were going to need to play 
error-free to have a chance. 

Nebraska was nearly there, out-gaining 
Iowa, holding a 12-minute advantage in 
time of possession and and limiting Iowa 
to 0-for-9 on third downs. The glaring dif- 
ference in the game were Nebraska's four 
turnovers - all interceptions — that were 
killers when playing with such a small 
margin of error. 

“This game was about turnovers,’ Mike 
Riley said. “The penalties were about even, 
but the penalties really hurt us. It was 
penalties and turnovers and I think that 
was probably the difference. The other 
thing was the big runs by them. I think 
those three parts of it, whether they scored 
fast or we turned the ball over to them... 
one time a penalty took away a turnover 
that we had. We really shot ourselves in the 
foot. The production was crazy different. 
They were 0-for-9 on third down. There 
was a lot of good stuff in the game; it was 
just those other parts that we couldn't 
overcome.” 

The challenge for Riley and his staff 
heading into the 2016 season - regardless 
of whether there is a bowl game or not - is 
breaking the execution problems that have 
plagued Nebraska going back years. 

Iowa was a perfect example of what 
Nebraska needs to be — consistent, efficient 
- and what the Huskers haven't been. 

Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz summed up the 
approach pretty succinctly in the visitors 
locker room in Memorial Stadium after 
Friday’s game. 

“We're not trying to be pretty, we are 
just trying to be productive,” Ferentz said. 
“That has been our goal from day one. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Football is not gymnastics. Gymnastics is 
a very demanding sport, an outstanding 
sport. Here it’s about having a little more 
point than your opponent. I’m trying to do 
it, day after day, week after week. That’s a 
challenge” 

That is now the challenge for Nebraska, 
which returns the bulk of its two-deep 
next season. The Huskers will also add a 
talented group of redshirting players to 
the mix that will compete for playing time 
right away. 

During Friday’s game, as much as the 
margin of error was thin, so too was how 
close Nebraska - a 5-6 team entering the 
game - was to Iowa, which came in unde- 
feated. 

That’s how this whole 2015 season felt 
- Nebraska being this close to turning the 
corner, but unable to stay out of its own 
way. 

The season felt like a roller coaster, and 
that’s what can happen in a year of transi- 
tion. 

The challenge for Riley and his staff 
now is to get to work coaching football and 
remove the roller coaster. 

“Michigan State and Iowa lead the Big 
Ten in turnover margin,” Riley said. “Sta- 
tistics can be pretty telling and that is a 
huge one. In some of those key defensive 
categories, they (Iowa) are in the upper 
half of the league in almost everything and 
were not. There in-lies a difference. Point 
totals are the things that allow you to win 
the tight games. Our third down deal with 
them was really about the same and we 
actually won that part of it tonight. The 
big-play turnovers and the big-play runs 
outweighed it all. Those are the differences 
in ballgames.” 

Riley said he is eager to get to work. 
This spring will be an interesting one, as 
Nebraska's staff won't have to spend time 
learning names and evaluating players. Ri- 
ley said he was eager to get to work fixing 
what ails Nebraska. 

“Tm excited about the next phase,’ he 
said. “It’s a little early to say that right after 
the game, but the next phase of this thing 
will be exciting to me. We are going to lose 
some key offensive linemen and we'll have 
a lot to look at but the next phase of it will 
be exciting to get to eventually.” 
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uestions 
win Andy Janovich 


Story by Lanny Holstein - Photo by Jimmy Rash, Head Shot Courtesy of NU Media Relations 


Q: How would you describe this senior 
class? 


A: “I just think everybody that’s a senior, and the 
whole team really, is great to be around. Everybody 
works hard. I wouldn’t want to be with another 
group of guys.” 


Q: Do you think this senior class is tighter 
because of what it’s gone through? 


A: “I think so. When the last coaching staff was 
gone we really came together and realized that we 
can only really count on ourselves. I think every- 
body has great chemistry because of it.” 


Q: How big is a bowl game to you guys? 


A: “One more game with these guys would be some- 
thing that I would really look forward to.” 


Q: What about this team has made this re- 
cent resurgence possible? 


A: “Everybody fights and nobody has given up. 

We take the practice field everyday with the same 
mentality. We have to prepare the same for every op- 
ponent. I can’t look at anybody and say, ‘You’ve been 
slacking off? Everybody’s just been fighting, and it’s 
a really resilient group of guys.” 


Q: Was there a turning point? 

A: “The Michigan State game. We proved that if we 
don’t beat ourselves, we can beat anybody in the 
country. There were hardly any penalties, missed 


assignments. That’s something that’s been killing us 
in the past.” 


Q: Do you view Iowa as a rival? 


A: “I do. Pve heard people say no, but I’d say any 
team we play is a rival.” 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Q: Does it feel like your career should be 
wrapping up about now? 


A: “It’s gone by fast. I remember sitting in the seats 
and hearing the seniors tell us to enjoy our time 
here because it’s going to go by fast. I was just like, 
‘Alright, whatever guys. I was a freshman looking 
at my watch like, ‘When do I get out of here’? Now I 
don’t want to leave.” 


Q: Were you pleasantly surprised this year 
that the coaches saw so much potential in 
you and utilized you as much as they did? 


A: “At the beginning of the year, I wasn’t really ex- 
pecting much because the last staff told me the same 
thing. ‘Hey we are going to play you a whole bunch’ 
I was like, ‘Alright, sweet, This staff told me the 
same thing, but when it worked out I was thrilled 
with what’s happened.” 


Q: Mike Riley has said you would make a 
good pro prospect. What do you think of 
that? 


A: “I don’t want to rely on it. ’'m going to do the pro 
day and all of that, but it’s a good thing that they 
give us an education, so we can do other things with 
that.” 


Q: I know you are close with Jack Gangwish. 
What kind of leader is he for this senior 
class? 


A: “He never gives up. He’s just got a motor, and he’s 
not the guy that I would want to have across from 
me. It’s great the way it’ worked out for him. I know 
with the past coaching staff he didn’t get quite the 
opportunity. Now that he’s fallen into the captain 
role and more playing time, he’s made the most of 
it.’ 
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lowa 28, Nebras 


ka 20) 


Nebraska wide receiver Brandon Reilly goes up for an acrobatic catch in the fourth quarter against the Hawkeyes 


Huskers turn the ball over four times, lose again on senior day 


Story by Lanny Holstein » Photos by Ken Juszyk & Joe Mixan 


It was lined up for a big moment, a big chance. 

Nov. 27 brought the undefeated, No. 3 ranked Iowa Hawkeyes 
to Lincoln, and with them a chance to even the Nebraska season re- 
cord at 6-6, qualify for a bowl game and end the season on a couple 
top 10 wins. 

It wasn’t to be on this night, however. The Hawkeyes did what 
they do, play consistent, even keel football and wait for you to 
flinch. 

Nebraska’s Tommy Armstrong flinched four times. The junior 
quarterback had a rough night, tossing four interceptions in rout to a 
28-20 Nebraska loss. 

“Tf it’s anybody’s fault it’s mine,” Armstrong said. “Our defense 
played well. Our receivers caught well. Offensive line blocked well, 
put us in great positions to win the game. I just didn’t take care of 
the football.” 

Nebraska’s defense only allowed the potent Hawkeye running 
game 153 yards on the night. If not for a couple breakaway Jordan 
Canzeri stretch plays that went for 29 and 68 yards in the second 
half, the Hawkeyes would have been under 100 yards. 

As for the normally leaky Nebraska pass defense? It did hold 
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Iowa under 100 yards of production. Opposing quarterback C.J. 
Beathard completed 9-of-16 passes for 97 yards and a score. 

The difference? He didn’t turn the ball over. Armstrong did. 

“This game was about turnovers,” Nebraska coach Mike Riley 
said afterward. “We really shot ourselves in the foot. The produc- 
tion was crazy different. They were 0-for-9 on third down. There 
was a lot of good stuff in the game. It was just those other parts that 
we couldn’t overcome.” 

The first interception came on an Armstrong misread. The quar- 
terback rolled to his right but uncorked one across the field to his 
left into the waiting arms of Cole Fisher with just under 7:00 to go 
in the first quarter. 

Nebraska withstood that one pretty well, but the next one was 
a pick-six on a dump off to a running back out of the backfield. 
Then came another in the third quarter on a deep pass down the 
right hash where Armstrong didn’t see the safety, and a fourth, the 
backbreaker, another misread and another linebacker with his mitts 
on a ball over the middle. 

But even with all that going on, Nebraska had a chance to mount 
a comeback, down 11 in the game’s final 11 minutes. An as had 


been the case all season, another controversial play call didn’t go 
the Huskers way on a 4th-and-1 at the Hawkeye 19 yard line. 

After running back Imani Cross was stuffed on 3rd-and-1 the 
previous play, Nebraska elected to forgo a field goal try that would 
have cut the lead to eight and go for it on fourth down. Armstrong 
dropped back to pass and lobbed a fade to Brandon Reilly down the 
right sideline and into the front corner of the end zone incomplete. 

“T was surprised the ball was coming my way,” Reilly said of the 


play. “We had a little route tree on the other side, but I’m never go- Left: 
ing to complain when the ball is coming my way. I just need to find Imani 
a way to make a play.” Cross 
On the other side, Nebraska ran a pick play with tight end Ce- le : 
: ‘ brates his 
than Carter flaring out open in the flat. Seton 
“We kind of overload a zone over there, and we had run that touch- 
quite a bit in the game and had some good completions, that one down 
with Cethan,” offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said of the against 
play. “We had seen that earlier in the game.” lowa. 
Armstrong saw it another way, and gone was that chance. Gone Above: 
as well was Nebraska’s chance to capitalize on the momentum it Brandon 
had gained the past couple games. Reilly 
With the way week 13 played out, there will not be enough bowl . hy rae 
eligible teams, so the Huskers still have a chance to earn a spot ina —“) Se bei 
post-season game. y SD pulling 
The bowl selection show will be held on Dec. 7. / | -_itin. 


Listen to Cole Stukenholtz 


of Huskers Illustrated 
radio, Saturday mornings KL Ni 


from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m., all year long! 1400 AM 
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Armstrong continues to play inconsistently 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 
he inconsistency that 
has plagued Nebraska — 
quarterback Tommy | 
Armstrong Jr. this sea- — 
son came to aheadinthe — 
Cornhuskers’ 28-20 loss to Iowa. 
Armstrong completed 25 of 45 pass — 
attempts for 296 yards, but was inter- - 
cepted a season-high four times by the — 
Hawkeyes at Memorial Stadium. While — 
Armstrong has shown positive signs in - 
his first season in Nebraska’s new offen- 
sive scheme, the 6-foot-1, 220-pound jun- | 
ior from Cibolo, Texas, threw nine of his - 
16 interceptions in his final three games. 
“It’s something I’ve got to fix in order | 
for this team to win games,” Armstrong | 
said. “In order for this team to become a | 
better team than it was this year, I’ve got — 
to become a better quarterback, a better _ 
decision-maker and just a better overall — 
player and a better leader.” 
Following a three-interception day ina | 
loss at Miami, Armstrong took positive steps — 
and tossed just three interceptions in his | 
next five games. However, a turf-toe injury — 
sidelined Armstrong for the Oct. 31 game at _ 
Purdue and since his return, Armstrong was — 
intercepted twice by Michigan State, three 
times by Rutgers and four times by lowa. 
Nebraska offensive coordinator Danny — 
Langsdorf said A rmstrong has pressed the © 
issue and forced throws at times, especial- 
ly when the Huskers have fallen behind. 
“You've got a guy who competes and 
wants to win and sometimes maybe forc- 
es it a little bit, rather than kind of tak- 
ing what they’re giving,” Langsdorf said. — 
“That's just something where we have to ~ 
continue to take what they give you and ~ 
not try to do too much and overdo it.” 
Despite some struggles, Armstrong has - 
been productive. In 11 games, he com- | 
pleted 210 of 383 pass attempts (54.8 | 
percent) for 21 TDs. Those figures give | 
Langsdorf hope for the future. : 
“There's alot of growth made through ~ 
the year in anew system for him,” Langs- | 
dorf said of Armstrong. “I think that this - 
offseason will be huge for him, just to — 
continue to get comfortable, continue to | 
learn and understand what we're trying to 
get out of each play. 
“Going into his senior year, there’s a : 
lot of improvement to be made.” _ Tommy Armstrong Jr. scrambles against the Hawkeyes. 
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Big run plays hurt defense in otherwise solid effort 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY KEN JUSZYK 
espite coming away 
with a 28-20 loss to 
lowa in the regular- 
season finale at Me- 
morial Stadium, Ne- 


braska defensive coordinator Mark 
Banker's fondness for his unit was ob- 
vious. 

M aligned throughout the Cornhusk- 
ers’ 5-7 campaign, Banker said he was 
inspired by the improvement the Black- 
shirts showed in the final weeks of the 
season. 

One game after limiting Rutgers to 
259 total yards, Nebraska put together 
its best statistical performance of the 
season, holding the unbeaten Hawkeyes 
(12-0) to 250 total yards. 

“These guys fought all the way 
through,” Banker said after taking a 
moment to compose himself. “We im- 
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proved a ton. They grasped the system. 
They did everything we asked them to 
do and these last three games have been 
fun.” 

Nebraska senior defensive end J ack 
Gangwish was also proud of the way the 
defense improved. 

“These guys came together. Brand- 
new system, new coaches, a whole new 
set of challenges and these guys bought 
in really well,” Gangwish said. “They 
learned the defenses, they learned the 
offenses and they really did a good job. 
The dedication a lot of our guys showed 
really allowed us to pick up this new 
system and hit the ground running.” 

A look at the final stat sheet revealed 
that Nebraska’s defense played well 
enough to give the upset-minded H usk- 
ers a shot against lowa. 

Not only did the Hawkeyes finish 


with just 97 yards passing, but they were 
also 0-of-9 on third-down conversions. 

Nebraska's defense was hampered in 
the second half by the loss of safety Nate 
Gerry. 

The leading tackler for the Huskers 
this season, Gerry was ejected for target- 
ing with 2:36 remaining before halftime. 

M uch of lowa’s offensive output was 
the result of two running plays. 

After breaking a 29-yard touchdown 
run to put the Hawkeyes ahead 21-10 
with 12:17 remaining in the third quarter, 
running back Jordan Canzeri answered 
a Nebraska TD with a 68-yard scoring 
run, accounting for 97 of his team’s 153 
yards rushing on two snaps. 

“We gave up two plays,” Banker said. 
“And that was something that plagued us 
throughout the course of the year: Big 
plays. That’s what they got us on.” 
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Husker Drive of the Game ail 


Imani Cross gives thanks after scoring his second touchdown of the game. 


quarter drive cuts Iowa lead 


STORY BY SHANE G. GILSTER | PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN 

On a bleak day for the offense, N ebraska was able to put together a drive that kept 
the game close early in the third quarter. 

After lowa took a 21-10 lead, the Huskers mounted a scoring drive of their own 
with 12:17 left in the third quarter. 

The drive didn’t start out very well as the first two plays netted only two yards. But 
quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr. made a play on third-and-eight by scrambling over 
the left side for 9 yards and a first down. 

That play seemed to jump start the offense as the passing game took off. Wide 
receiver | ordan Westerkamp was the star on the drive as he caught two key pass plays, 
both resulting in first downs. 

After another Armstrong Jr. run for 11 yards set up Nebraska first-and-goal at the 
lowa four yard line, the Huskers dialed up arun with senior Imani Cross who bulled 
his way in the end zone standing up. 

The extra point made it 21-17, but the Huskers were never able to find the end 
zone again. 
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Breakdown — Play by Play 

1-10 NEB 25: Brandon Reilly rush over left end for 2 yards 

2-8 NEB 27: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incomplete to Bran- 
don Reilly 

3-8 NEB 27 : Tommy Armstrong Jr. rush over left end for 9 
yards, 1st down 

1-10 NEB 36: Terrell Newby rush up the middle for 1 yard 

2-9 NEB 37: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete to Jordan 
Westerkamp for 15 yards, 1st down 

1-10 Iowa 48: Tommy Armstrong Jr. run over right end for 
loss of 6 yards. PENALTY of 15 yards on NEB 

1-25 NEB 37: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete to Sam 
Cotton for 14 yards 

2-11 Iowa 49: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete to Jor- 
dan Westerkamp for 26 yards, 1st down 

1-10 Iowa 23: Terrell Newby rush up the middle for 3 yards 

2-7 Iowa 20: Tommy Armstrong Jr. complete to Jamal Turn- 
er for 5 yards 

3-2 Iowa 15: Tommy Armstrong Jr. run over right end for 
11 yards, 1st down 

1-G Iowa 4: Imani Cross rush up the middle for 4 yards, 
TOUCHDOWN 

1-G Iowa 3: Drew Brown extra point good 


Drive Stats 
Drive started on the NU 25-yard line 
12:17 left in the 3rd quarter 
11 plays, 75 yards, 5:24 


7 rushing plays, 5 passing plays 
30 yards rushing, 60 yards 
passing, 4 first downs 

1 penalty of 15 yards 


Player of the Drive 

Wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp made the biggest 
and best play of the drive. The junior has a knack for run- 
ning crisp, precise routes, and this play was no different. 
He only had two catches for 41 yards in the game but that 
all came on this drive. Both catches were big ones to keep 
the touchdown drive going. 

With those two catches, Westerkamp increased his 
season total to 63 which ties for second place on the NU 
season chart. He increased his receiving yardage total to 
874 and is now third on the NU season list. Westerkamp 
also keeps his reception steak alive and has now caught 
a pass in 26 straight games, which is the fourth-longest 
streak at NU. 


Play of the Drive 
Facing a second and eleven from the Iowa 49-yard line, 
quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr. threw a deep out to receiver 
Jordan Westerkamp. The junior wide receiver was open on 
the right side and made an easy catch before running out of 
bounds. The 26-yard gain was one of the longest plays of the 
game for the Huskers. 
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Help Yourself to Happiness 


ut & & Pie cabs 


65 South 48" St. Lincoln, Ne 68516 
402-423-2206 e www.staufferscafe.com 


The Best Homemade Cooking in Nebraska 


== . 50 varieties of 
homemade fies 
a 


Large groups always 
welcomed 


Breakfast Buffet 
Saturday & Sunday [= 


3940 North 27th St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


402-438-0080 


ORDER ONLINE 


BEHIND THE ARC | part of the 


a Dee 


fates, AS ey | Diniag Guide 7 
ee | Advertise fre 


gs i, DELIVERING THE GOODS” 


La 6os00 Contact: 
402-476-8677 Shane G. Gilster 
402-742-0125 


1226 P STREET STE. 101 + LINCOLN 
OPEN 10:50AM - SAM EVERY DAY 


lowa 28, Nebraska 20 


Nov. 27, 2015 at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
Attendance: 90,830 


[Score by Quarters [| 1) 2/3] 4 Total | 


Netra a on or eT 
Nebraska 0 10 7 3 


Qtr Time _ Scoring Play V-H 
2nd 13:50 IOWA- Kittle, George 10 yd pass from Beathard, C.J. (Koehn, Marshall kick), 6-66 2:53 7-0 
10:18 NEB - Cross, Imani 4 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 3-31 1:15 7-7 
06:38 IOWA - Hesse, Parker 4 yd interception return (Koehn, Marshall kick) 14-7 
00:03 NEB - Brown, Drew 39 yd field goal, 6-59 1:08 14-10 
3rd 12:17 IOWA - Canzeri, Jordan 29 yd run (Koehn, Marshall kick), 2-33 0:45 21-10 
07:00 NEB - Cross, Imani 4 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 11-75 5:17 21-17 
06:43 IOWA - Canzeri, Jordan 68 yd run (Koehn, Marshall kick), 1-68 0:10 28 - 17 
4th 01:17 NEB - Brown, Drew 42 yd field goal, 12-56 1:53 28 - 20 


JIMMY(RASH/HUSKERSIELU STRATED) 
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Nate Gerry (25), Marcus Newby (3) and Michael Rose-Ivey celebrate a fumble recovery by Gerry. 


16 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | DECEMBER 6, 2015 


Team Statistics 


IOWA NEB 

FIRST DOWNS 11 22 

Rushing 4 7 

Passing 3 14 

Penalty 4 1 

NET YARDS RUSHING 153 137 

Rushing Attempts 28 38 

Average Per Rush 55 3.6 

Rushing Touchdowns 2 2 

Yards Gained Rushing 172 143 

Yards Lost Rushing 19 6 

NET YARDS PASSING 97 296 

Completions-Attempts-Int 9-16-0 25-45-4 

he mes | Average Per Attempt 6.1 6.6 
n runs after making a catch against | Average Per Completion 10.8 11.8 
Passing Touchdowns 1 0 

TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 250 433 

Total offense plays 44 83 

Average Gain Per Play Se a2 

Fumbles: Number-Lost 3-1 0-0 

Penalties: Number-Yards 6-54 8-95 

PUNTS-YARDS 9-275 5-223 

Average Yards Per Punt 30.6 44.6 

Net Yards Per Punt 30.6 35.8 

Inside 20 4 1 

50+ Yards 0 1 

Touchbacks 0 0 

Fair catch 4 0 

KICKOFFS-YARDS 5-325 4-193 

Average Yards Per Kickoff 65.0 48.2 

= Net Yards Per Kickoff 41.0 32.0 
Freedom Akinmouladin knocks the ball away Touchbacks 4 0 
uu a Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 3-44-0 0-0-0 
Average Per Return 14.7 0.0 

Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 4-65-0 1-20-0 

Average Per Return 16.2 20.0 

Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 4-65-1 0-0-0 

Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 

Possession Time 23:54 36:06 

1st Quarter 7:38 Ti22 

2nd Quarter 6:19 8:41 

3rd Quarter ol] 11:43 

4th Quarter 6:40 8:20 

Third-Down Conversions 0 of 9 7 of 16 

Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 0 1 of 3 

Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1-1 2-3 

Touchdowns 1-1 2-3 

Field goals 0-1 0-3 

Sacks By: Number-Yards 0-0 0-0 

PAT Kicks 4-4 2-2 

Daniels. Field Goals 0-0 2-2 
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making a catch against lowa. 
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Above: Senior lineman Alex Lewis takes a selfie with this parents during 
the Senior Day activities before the game. Left: Stanley Morgan runs after 


Individual Statistics 


IOWA Nebraska 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Canzeri, Jordan 17 145 5 140 2 68 8.2 Cross, Imani 19 58 3 55 2 8 2.9 
VandeBerg, Matt 1 9 (0) 9 (0) 9 9.0 Armstrong Jr. 9 49 3 46 Oo 11 5.1 
Beathard, C.J. 3 12 7 5 (0) 9 1.7 Newby, Terrell 9 34 0 34 0 12 3.8 
Daniels, LeShun 5 6 4 2 (0) 3 0.4 Reilly, Brandon 1 2 O 2 0 2 2.0 
Team 2 ie} 3 -3 ie} O -1.5 Totals 38 143 6 137 2 12 3.6 
Totals 28 172 19 153 2 68 5.5 
Passing C-A-! Yds TD Long Sack Passing C-A-1I Yds TD Long Sack 
Beathard, C.J. 9-16-0 97 1 25 O Armstrong Jr. 25-45-4 296 O 27 O 
Totals 9-16-0 97 1 25 0 Totals 25-45-4 296 0O 27 0 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
VandeBerg, Matt 3 31 (0) 22 Newby, Terrell 5 22 0 11 
Kittle, George 2 35 1 25 Carter, Cethan 4 76 O 27 
Krieger-Coble,H 2 24 O 19 Turner, Jamal 4 26 O 10 
Plewa, Macon 1 4 (0) 4 Reilly, Brandon 3 50 0 27 
Smith, Tevaun 1 3 O 3 Morgan Jr., S. 3 44 O 17 
Totals 9 97 1 25 Westerkamp, J. 2 41 0 26 

Moore, Alonzo 2 17 Oo 13 

Cotton, Sam 1 14 ie) 14 

Hovey, Lane 1 6 ie} 6 

Totals 25 296 0 27 
Punting No. Yds _ Avg Long In20_ TB Punting No. Yds _ Avg Long In20_ TB 
Kidd, Dillon 7 218 31.1 37 3 (6) Foltz, Sam 5 223 44.6 51 1 ie} 
Koehn, Marshall 2 57 28.5 40 1 ie) Totals 5 223 44.6 51 1 0 
Totals 9 275 30.6 40 4 0 

Punt Kickoff Intercept Punt Kickoff Intercept 

Returns No Yds_Lg|No Yds_Lg|No Yds_ Lg Returns No Yds_Lg|No Yds_Lg|No Yds_ Lg 
King, Desmond 2 34 26) O 0 Oo; O Morgan Jr., S. O O O| 1 20 20} O ie} ie} 
McCarron, Riley 1 10 10; 2 39 21; O Totals O 0 O| 1 20 20} O 0 0 
Parker, J. o oO Of; 1 24 24; O 
Mabin, Greg (@) (@) Oo}; O 0 Oo; 1 
Fisher, Cole ie) ie) Oo; Oo ie) Oo; 1 
Hesse, Parker o oOo oOoO0 0 oO 1 
Jewell, Josey o oO oO 0 0 oO 1 
Kittle, George 0 ie) O| 1 2 2| 0 
Totals 3 44 26) 4 65 24| 4 
Field goals Qtr. Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result 

Brown, Drew 2nd 00:03 39 yards Good 

Brown, Drew 4th 01:17 42 yards Good 
Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Koehn, Marshall 5 325 65.0 4 O Brown, Drew 4 193 48.2 O O 
All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR_IR_ Total All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR_IR_ Total 
Canzeri, Jordan 140 O O O O 140 Carter, Cethan 0 76 (0) O O 76 
McCarron, Riley 0 (0) 39 10 (0) 49 Morgan Jr., S. O 44 20 0 0 64 
VandeBerg, Matt 9 31 (6) O (6) 40 Newby, Terrell 34 22 0 0 6) 56 
Kittle, George Oo 35 2 O 0 37 Cross, Imani 55 ie) ie) ie) ie) 55 


FUMBLES: IOWA-McCarron, Riley 1-0; Daniels, LeShun 1-0; King, Desmond 1-1. Nebraska-None. 
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# IOWA 


Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds 


‘as 


Defensive Statistics 


Above: Alonzo Moore runs with the ball 
after making a catch. Left: Chris Weber 
and Michael Rose-lvy tackle LeShun 
Daniels. 


Int-Yds BrU 


36 Fisher, Cole 

27 Lomax, Jordan 
13 Mabin, Greg 
43 Jewell, Josey 
14 King, Desmond 
40 Hesse, Parker 
19 Taylor, Miles 
41 Bower, Bo 

67 Johnson, Jaleel 
99 Bazata, Nathan 
34 Meier, Nate 

56 Ekakitie, Faith 
42 Plewa, Macon 
44 Niemann, Ben 
28 Fleming, M. 

31 Mends, Aaron 
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# Nebraska Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds_ FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 


1B Kalu, Joshua 
28 Cockrell, B. 
5 Young, Dedrick 
1A Rose-Ivey, M. 
52 Banderas, Josh 
25 Gerry, Nate 
55 Maurice, Kevin 
35 Janovich, Andy 
24 Williams, Aaron 
3 Newby, Marcus 
49 Weber, Chris 
44 Stoltenberg, M. 
16 Reed, Antonio 
92 Williams, Kevin 
88 Dzuris, Ross 
7 Collins, Maliek 
2A Williams, Kier. 
71 Lewis, Alex 
32 Cross, Imani 
98 Valentine, V. 
1 Westerkamp, J. 
90 McMullen, Greg 
57 Sterup, Zach 
14 Rose, Jonathan 
8A Jones, Chris 
Totals 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: nebraska finished with 137 yards rushing and a 3.6 


yard-per-rush average against a pretty solid lowa Hawkeye defense, but was never able 


to gouge the defenders with a long run. Starting running back Imani Cross finished 


with a pair of touchdowns on 19 carries but just 55 yards, as the offensive line wasn't 
freeing things up. When faced with a pivotal short yardage situation, Nebraska wasn't able to 


take advantage of back-to-back carries. Nebraska turned to a pass and failed to convert on 


os Cavd 


fourth down. - Michael Schaefer 


PASSING OFFENSE: this should probably be an F but several areas outside 


of the turnovers went well enough for Nebraska that the grade was given a slight 


bump. The receivers played well, made a few tough catches and bailed Nebraska out in 


some spots. The Huskers also made good use of throws in the flats with Terrell Newby 


and finding ways to get Cethan Carter the ball. Tommy Armstrong wasn't on for most of the 


Huslcew 


night. The quarterback attempted several completely ill-advised throws against lowa and was 
lucky to escape with only four interceptions. Armstrong too often looked to gain too much 


back at once and it led to several of the interceptions. - Michael Schaefer 


RUSHING DEFENSE: Your answer for this depends on how much weight 


you assign two plays. Nebraska held the Hawkeyes to 153 total yards rushing. Ninety 


seven of those yards came on two plays, and they were big ones — both touchdown 
runs by lowa running back Jordan Canzeri where the Huskers got caught in a bad 
defense to stop the play they had all game. lowa averaged 5.5 yards per game with those two 


runs included. Without them it was barely two yards per tote. — Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: Nebraska played well in pass defense against the 


Hawkeyes, only allowing 97 total passing yards and minimizing big plays. lowa 


quarterback C.J. Beathard was fine, but he, the play action, and the roll outs weren't the 
reason Nebraska lost Friday’s game. Even with Nathan Gerry on the sidelines because of 
a targeting call, the Huskers didn’t allow themselves to get beaten through the air. — Michael 


Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Nebraska's special teams units played 


well on a cold and windy day in Lincoln. Punter Sam Foltz averaged 44.6 yards per 


kick - though he did pick up a 15-yard penalty for a hit out of bounds - and kicker 
Drew Brown made his ninth and 10th-straight kicks, making kicks of 39 and 42 yards. 
Nebraska recovered a muffed punt, and the only blemish on the group was the decision to 
kick short to lowa on kickoffs, giving the Hawkeyes good field position with a marginal kick 
return. On the day, only two lowa possessions started within the Hawkeyes’ 30-yard line. — 


Michael Bruntz 


Quoting NU head coach Mike Riley on if he 
feels they can fix mistakes in the offseason: 
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SENIOR DAY 
THROUGH JANO’S EYES 


Eighteen Nebraska seniors saw their final game in 
Memorial Stadium Friday, and it was emotional for a 
few of them. Fullback Andy Janovich, a former walk- 
on from Gretna, tried to keep from showing too much 
of that. 

“The emotions were flying high. I mean, a lot of ex- 
citement was built up for this game just because I was 
going out there for my last shot,” Janovich said. “To get 
that opportunity, I was super excited to lay it all on the 
line.” 

The final tunnel walk was exciting for the senior road 
grader, but he tried not to think to much about it as he 
rolled out onto the field. While some players might do 
a special salute to the crowd, there was no such gesture 
from the fan favorite Janovich. 

“That’s not like me,” he said. “I just kind of ran out 
of the tunnel, got ready for the game.” 

Afterwards, Janovich took it all in for the final time. 

“Tt was sad, but I was still happy,” he said. “My 
whole family came out to support me and everybody 
else’s family. It was sad, but I was glad to have them.” 


PLAYOFFS FOR lOWA? 

Iowa rolled into Lincoln with an 11-0 record and 
a No. 3 national ranking, and they went home with 
another win, another step closer to a national semi- 
final berth. 

Many have questioned Jowa’s worthiness, should it 
be selected for a New Year’s Eve playoff semifinal, but 
count Nebraska’s coaches in Iowa’s camp. 

“Tt’s a team that does not make mistakes, and they 
are to be commended for that,” defensive coordinator 
Mark Banker said. “They have a plan, and they ex- 
ecute it. They’ ve been through it, been there done that. 
They’ ve tried to run (Coach Kirk Ferentz) out of there, 
and he stuck by his guns.” 

Iowa doesn’t do anything fancy, and it doesn’t ap- 
pear to have any exceptional athletes, but that doesn’t 
matter, according to Banker. 

“That’s the thing,” he said. “Just minimize mistakes, 
don’t beat yourself.” 

Nebraska offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf 
gives Iowa his vote as well. 

“They have not gotten beat, so I think they deserve 
to be in it for sure,”’ he said. “I don’t watch all the other 
teams enough to give you a really educated opinion. I 
know the teams that we’ve faced, and they are a very 
good team. They play a style of game that fits them well. 

“T think they are a similar team to Michigan State. I 
think they are tough and physical. I think they do some 
nice things in the back end coverage-wise, being smart 
and being able to play the ball, not giving up a bunch of 
big stuff behind it. Then they put some pressure on the 
quarterback with the front.” 
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Antonio Reed (16) knocks the ball away from lowa’s punt returner as Jonathan Rose (14), Andy Janovich (35) and Byerson 


Cockrell all converge on the tackle. 


GERRY GONE FOR TARGETING 

Nebraska played the second half of it’s 28-20 
loss to Iowa without starting safety Nate Gerry 
when the defensive leader was ejected for tar- 
geting near the end of the second quarter. 

Gerry was booted from the game on a play 
where he dove to break up a pass, colliding with 
Iowa receiver Tevaun Smith. The officials ruled 
it contact to Smith’s helmet while he was de- 
fenseless. 

“We could debate it all we want,’ Nebras- 
ka defensive coordinator Mark Banker said. 
“There’s so much today in football from a stand- 
point of concussions and player safety. It’s just 
tough, you know? You got a guy going hard to 
the ball, and the receiver ducks his head down, 


and contact was made.” 

The effect Gerry’s absence had on the 
rest of the game was hard to calculate. A 
couple big Jordan Canzeri touchdown runs 
looked like plays reserve safety Aaron Wil- 
liams missed, but Banker wouldn’t use that 
as an excuse. 

“Over the course of the year we played with- 
out everybody,” he said. ““What you lose is you 
lose leadership, the emotion the guy brings, 
but they guys that went in did a good job. We 
gave up two plays, something that’s plagued us 
throughout the year, big plays.” 


BROUGHT TO TEARS 
The Nebraska defense only allowed Iowa 
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250 total yards Friday, something that nearly 
brought defensive coordinator Mark Banker to 
tears. 

When asked how much his unit has im- 
proved since the beginning of the season, when 
the likes of South Alabama and Southern Miss 
shredded the Husker secondary, the coordinator 
needed a few moments to gather his emotions, 
muttering “pull yourself together” to himself 
under his breath. 

“These guys have fought all the way 
through,” the coach said. “We improved a 
ton, and they grasped the system, they did 
everything we asked them to do. You know, 
these last three games have been fun, a lot 
of fun.” 
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lowa 23, Nebraska 2O 
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Clockwise from above: Greg McMullen hits C.J. Beathard as he tries to 
throw the football. Senior Jamal Turner had his best game of the season 
with four catches. Tight end Cethan Carter also had a career day against 
lowa. 


KENJUSZYK/HUSKERSILLUSTRATED) 


22 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | DECEMBER 6, 2015 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Clockwise from left: Mick Stoltenberg 
recovers a fumbled punt for the Huskers. He 
scored a touchdown on the play, but officials 
ruled a fumbled punt can’t be returned. Josh 
Banderas makes a tackle for a loss. Josh 
Kalu brings down lowa quarterback C.J. 
Beathard. 
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Nebraska’s captains gather one last time at Memorial Stadium before the lowa game. 


SUPERIOR 


2500 NORTHVIEW RD - STE 101 (25th & Superior) 
Located in the Eyecare Specialties building DR. PAULA J. WIESE 


* INFANTS TO ELDERLY SAME DAY TREATMENT! 
* ELECTRONIC ACUPUNCTURE Call Now For 
* PRENATAL & MATERNITY CARE Appointment WALK-INS WELCOME! 


* HEADACHES 402-438-3033 INSULIN Nola Voted ia) 


¢ NECK, MID BACK, LOW 


BACK & JOINT PAIN www.drpaulawiese.com NMS NIMS EANS 
* SPORTS INJURIES & WELLNESS CARE INU NIWA SI 


nat Senior Send-Off 


Fans endure cold conditions for 34/th-straight sellout 


PHOTOS BY JIMMY RASH, KEN JUSZYK, MITCH OTTO 


Brian and Lisa Alger or Merchanics, lowa and Carolyn Albright and 
Chelsea Rathje of Cedar Rapids, lowa. 


Members of the Nebraska spirit equad? fake a selfie before the lowa 
game. 


__ 
From left: Tony Brannon of Grove, Oklahoma, Dusty VanRenan of Sid- 
ney, lowa and Tim Brannon of Sidney, lowa debate who is going to win 
the game. 
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Rachel Samuelson of Gretna gets the crowd fired 
up on a chilly afternoon in Lincoln. 


BELIEVE :%. 
ey CORNHUSKERS 


Mindy and Barrett Wiegand of Sidney pose for a 
photo as Barrett celebrated his 7th birthday with 
his first Husker game. 


Clockwise from left: Kailey Os- 
borne of Sioux City, lowa, An- 
gie Boswell of Sioux City, lowa 
and Sydney Osborne of Kansas 
City, Missouri pose for a photo. 
Roger Kocarnik of Omaha 
holds 10-year-old Sammy Ar- 
ent, who was attending his first 
Husker game. David and Grace 
Erington of Dallas, Texas pose 
in front of East Stadium before 
the game. T.J. from West Point 

| poses before the lowa game. He 
hasn’t missed a Husker game in 
more than a decade. 


Lincoln's Best 
Steaks & Prime Rib!* 


Voted Best of Lincoln for Steaks, Prime Rib & Fine Dining. 


Visit www.MistysLincoln.com for banquet and 
catering information and upcoming events. 
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Stories by Lanny Holstein and Darren Ivy 


Senior day is always an emotional day for a football team. The 
seniors see their careers come to a close in front of the home fans. 
They try to soak it all in as best they can, but it never lasts long 
enough. 

For the underclassmen it’s a last chance to play with those older 
players who taught them so much, a last ride with their leaders. 
The football game is important, but in the grand scheme of things, 
it’s just the culmination of a class, of a group of players. 

Senior defensive tackle Kevin Williams won't be graduating 
with the group he came to Lincoln with, as the NCAA granted 
him a sixth year of eligibility this past week, but he pretty well 
summed up how the 2015 Nebraska football seniors will be re- 
membered. 

“Td say it’s a persevering class, Williams said. “We've been 
faced with a lot of adversity. I mean, we've faced a lot of injuries 
across the board in this class, a different coaching staff, different 
AD. We've been faced with a ton of adversity, a ton of changes.” 

This year, the final go around for the group, didn’t start the way 
the class wanted it. A 2-2 nonconference record and a 3-6 start 
werent what anyone had in mind, but it wasn’t a matter of buy-in 
or lack of leadership from the oldest players that drove the results, 
according to Williams. It easily could have been, but it wasn’t, he 
said. 

“The senior class has been with the past coaching staff for four 
years, right, so they are not as open to change, especially given the 
fact that they only have one year left,” Williams said. “It can be 
looked at as ‘forget the seniors and worry about the young guys, 
but that’s not the case this year. I applaud not only the seniors but 
the coaches as well for approaching it this way.” 

Losses tested the senior class’ mettle this season. So did fan ex- 
pectations and anger after blowouts in previous years. There were 
some close calls and what-ifs in there as well, but fellow senior 
Jack Gangwish agreed that his class persevered. 

“One thing I’ve learned is that there isn’t a lot of romance in 
college football,” Gangwish said. “It’s results driven. You've got to 
perform. You’ve got to go out there and do well, especially at a 
place like Nebraska” 

Nebraska is a funny place, a great place according to Williams. 
It changes people, in a good way. 

“IT came in early, so I got to see (the entire class) from day one, 
got to see them grow as they’ve gone through the program,” Wil- 
liams said. “The difference in all of us from freshman year to now 
is a tremendous difference as a person, as a player, across the 
board” 

The tackle pointed out personal friend Jamal Turner as another 
guy that’s dealt with injuries and setbacks in this class but has 
come out of it a better man. 

Turner could have been done with football after last season, but 
he decided to come back for another year because that’s what a 
player in a persevering class does, according to Williams. 

The defensive tackle said it will be hard to let friends like Turn- 
er go after the bowl game and return for another year himself. 

“T love those guys, man. They are like brothers to me,” he said. 
“I saw them come in, and now I’m seeing them leave. It’s a really 
weird feeling. That’s supposed to be me with them. I’m supposed 
to be a part of that group, and it’s a little emotional knowing this 
is the last time we will be together as a family.” 
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Jordan Westerkamp is currently third on NU’s all-time 
single-season receiving yardage charts. 


JOHNNY RODGERS 
942 yards in 1972 


NATE SWIFT 
941 yards in 2008 


874 yards in 2015 


JOHNNY RODGERS 
872 yards in 1971 


5 KENNY BELL 

863 yards in 2012 

Nebraska junior receiver Jordan Westerkamp 
caught two passes for 41 yards against lowaa. If the 
Huskers are able to play ina bowl game, he will have 
a chance to have the greatest receiving season ever 
by a Husker. Westerkamp also has now caught a 


pass in 26-straight games, which is the fourth-lon- 
gest streak at Nebraska. 


E} JORDAN WESTERKAMP 
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DEPTH STILL AN ISSUE 

When Mike Riley and staff took over the program in the 
offseason the first thing they did was hit the recruiting trail in 
search of athletes. A lack of depth at linebacker in particular 
energized the search. 

Not much has changed in that regard as this season winds 
down. There still aren't enough athletes on the roster, accord- 
ing to Riley. 

“In prioritizing recruiting, that is still a major area,’ the 
coach said. “I don’t even know if we can complete where we 
want to be for next year depth-wise. A certain number of guys 
whatever that is.” 

The coach took a look at his special teams units, where a 
deficiency in depth shows up the most. 

“All I know is when you 
look at our punt team, there 
are only two different defen- 
sive players on it each time,” 
the coach said. “That’s an 
unusual picture. That’s how 
I will describe it. That’s be- 
cause we don't have enough 
depth at linebacker and safe- 
ty probably.” 

That’s not to throw the 
Husker special teams under 
the bus. There are standouts 
coming through one those 
units just the same. 

“Look at a young guy on 
our team, Antonio Reed, he’s 
a freshman that’s done a re- 
ally good job,” Riley said. 
“He’s become one of our core 


That kind of body, we could walk. 
take 10 of them. That’s a ma- 
jor priority for us.” 


A SHOUT OUT TO THE SENIORS 

Coaching changes are hard on everyone, but they are the 
hardest on the senior class, according to defensive tackle 
Kevin Williams. Those players have the least time in front 
of them and are the most entrenched in the old way of doing 
things. Mike Riley said he tried to make things work with the 
elder class and he appreciates the effort it made as well. 

“I think it’s a credit to the older guys, too, that they were 
open to that,” the coach said. “Absolutely, I think, my remind- 
er to our new staff as we gathered up is ‘we are joining this 
place, and these guys are here and they’re entrenched here 
and we have to respect their place here and their choice to 
come here, and we have to coach the whole team.” 

The record isn’t what anybody expected or aspires to, but 
Riley assured his team he and his staff were all in on 2015. 

“T really have urged every guy as we have gone forward to 
not pay attention to age, to be as fair as we possibly can as we 
evaluate who plays, because I told them ‘we are not focusing 
on the 2016 or ’17 season, we're focusing on doing our best 
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right here in 2015,” Riley said. 

Williams said the coaches came through on that claim. 

“I appreciate him saying that,” Riley said. “Because that was our goal. 
That’s what we always wanted to portray, that our job is to coach this 
team as best we can.” 


BIG GAME MIKE RILEY 

Mike Riley’s track record is littered with top-10 upsets. While it may 
be devoid in other important areas, it’s hard to find issue with how the 
coach has handled his team against the best of the best, often times in 
an underdog role. 

Oregon State beat No. 2 USC in 2006, No. 2 California in 2007, No. 
1 USC in 2008, No. 9 Arizona in 2010 and No. 7 Arizona State a year 
ago under Riley’s watch. The coach finds a way to get his team up for 
the biggest of matchups, do- 
ing it again this season with 
the Michigan State game. 

“IT dont know, there’s no 
magic to it, you have to go 
play well,” Riley said. “I would 
say that I think what we try 
to do, so that we don't have 
to change all of a sudden, be- 
cause somebody says ‘Wow, 
this is really a good team. 
We're really going to have to 
be different this week is we 
try to maintain a consistency 
in preparation” 

It's coachspeak from Ri- 
ley, but his teams continue to 
thrive in the underdog role. 

“You have to have some in- 
herent pride in being a com- 
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best special teams players. jmani Cross and head coach Mike Riley share a moment during the Tunnel Petitor and so these games 


are all going to be tough and 

you've got to love that as a 
coach and as a player, to be able to take advantage of an opportunity to 
beat a well-respected team,” Riley said. 


A CRUSH ON CROSS 

Quarterback Tommy Armstong is a big Imani Cross fan. 

“He’s incredible,” the signal caller said. “He came in with my class. 
I always told him, ‘just look for your chance to shine. He’s always one 
of those guys that’s working after practice, before practice, just to get 
those extra reps in.” 

Cross didn’t get to Lincoln with much fanfare, just a two-star recruit, 
but quickly earned a role as the power back. Armstrong loves seeing a 
guy run with that intensity. 

“You can tell he has the urgency to run a little bit harder, cut, things 
like that,” the quarterback said. “He runs with a purpose and it shows 
out there on the field. He earns every yard he gets.” 

Armstrong also likes handing off to Cross because he isn’t quiet 
about his big runs. 

“He plays with a lot of emotion,” Armstrong said of Cross. “When 
he gets first downs and he moves the chains in certain situations in the 
game, he lets the crowd know, lets the fans know that he’s here to play 
for the team, play for them.” 


Hometown Huskers 


Punter Sam Foltz receives tutelage from former Husker 


Story by Lanny Holstein » Photo by Jimmy Rash 


Sam Foltz didn't set his sights solely on 
punting until a little over a season of college football. 

The Grand Island High School product played both ways for the 
Islanders, and an opening on the wide receiver depth chart had him 
catching passes and stalk blocking out wide as a Nebraska redshirt 
freshman. 

That didnt last long. 

“Coach (Ross) Els pulled me over and told me I was the starting 
punter, so that meant they wanted me to concentrate on punting,’ 
Foltz said of conversation he had his freshman season. “It was kind 
of a tough moment for me because I wanted to play a little bit of 
offense or play some defense.” 

You can still see that versatility come out from time to time when 
Foltz covers his own kicks and delivers a blow to a return man. 

“T love to hit? he said. “I love to come down and fill holes.” 

Safety, was actually 
Foltz’s favorite position 
growing up, but it wasn’t 
in the cards in college. Ne- 
braska needed a punter, so 
Foltz began to study the 
craft. He worked at it hard 
enough to average 41.6 
yards per kick as a red- 
shirt freshman and down 
22 inside the 20. 

Then as a sophomore, 
Foltz added a few more 
pieces to his game, hon- 
ing his hang time and di- 
rectional skills. He aver- 
aged 42.2 yards per punts 
and only allowed oppo- 
nents to return 16 punts 
all season. 

Then came to real turn- 
ing point for Foltz, an out 
of the blue meeting with 
Husker great and current 
Baltimore Ravens punter 
Sam Koch this past sum- 
mer. 

“He reached out to me 
and asked if I wanted to 
work out; Foltz said. “I 
said, ‘Absolutely’ He was 
my idol growing up as a 
football player” 

Initially, Foltz thought 
the text message he re- 
ceived asking to work out 
wasnt really from Koch. 
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“T was thinking yeah, right,” Foltz said. “Who is screwing with 
me here? Whos number don't I have?” 

It was really Koch, and the two ended up punting together three 
or four times at Concordia University in Seward, where Koch grew 
up. Those sessions opened Foltz’s eyes to what punting is all about. 

“That was instrumental to me,” he said. “It was like a quarterback 
getting taken in by Peyton Manning or something. I mean, Sam 
Koch is regarded as one of the best in the NFL, so anything he had 
to say, I was open ears.” 

Foltz’s main takeaway from his work with Koch? Punting is a lot 
more intense that it looks. 

“T thought I was a good punter and I knew a lot about punt- 
ing until I met him,’ Foltz said. “Tt was an eye-opening experience. 
That’s his job. That’s what puts food on the table for his family, and 
it’s a big, big deal for him. I think I have a long way to go.” 

There has been talk of 
Foltz, a junior, making a 
jump to the NFL following 
his senior year. It’s some- 
thing the former walk-on 
doesn't concern himself 
with right now but some- 
thing he wants to give a 
shot no matter how long 
the odds. 

“When you make it as 
a punter in the league, 
you are going to have to 
beat out a guy who's been 
there for probably eight 
or nine years,’ Foltz said. 
“He's going to be a vet, a 
guy who's been there for 
a long time, and you have 
to prove that you can be 
just as consistent and just 
as good as him, try to beat 
him out.’ 

These conversations are 
real, but they are weird to 
a guy who didn't think of 
himself as solely a punter 
when he entered college. 

“T love playing football 
and being able to go out 
there and hit somebody 
or run some routes, but 
I have a pretty sweet gig 
with what I do right now, 
he said. “Pm just embrac- 
ing it, and I love what I 
do.” 


DECEMBER 6, 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 31 


WEST 


AMINO 


BIGTEN NOTEBOOK 


EAST 
UMME SOR 


Teams Set for Title Game 


Big Ten Championship to have Playoff 
Implications for the Hawkeyes, Spartans | carrenwy 


NO BIG TEN Championship Game 
has ever had as much at stake as this year’s 
contest will. 

Michigan State and Iowa will clash Dec. 
5 in Indianapolis with not only the Big Ten 
title on the line, but likely a berth in the 
four-team College Football Playoff for the 
national championship at stake. 

The Spartans blowout win over Penn 
State earned them their third appearance in 


a share of the East Division title. 

The undefeated Hawkeyes will represent 
the Big Ten’s West Division and will make 
their first championship game appearance. 

The winner of the Michigan State-lowa 
game will have a chance to play in one 
of six bowls that comprise the College 
Football Playoff, including the Rose Bowl 
Game. 

The Spartans and Hawkeyes are two of 
the Big Ten’s eight bowl-eligible teams. 
Joining Michigan State and Iowa in the 
postseason will be Ohio State, Michigan, 
Penn State, Indiana, Northwestern and 
Wisconsin. 

Following Huskers Illustrated takes a 
look at football happenings around the Big 
Ten. 


EAST DIVISION 
INDIANA 
The Hoosiers retained the Old Oaken 
Bucket by beating Purdue, and in so doing 


are heading to a bowl for the first time since 
_ they’ve worked and the way they’ ve pro- 


2007, which ends one of the nation’s lon- 


gest bowl droughts for a Power 5 team (now 
- lot of ground. More ground to make up, but 
: knowing our team, we will keep working 

- hard.” 


Colorado has the longest bowl drought). 

Against Purdue, IU senior quarterback 
Nate Sudfeld threw for four touchdowns 
and ran for another, becoming the school’s 
career passing leader. 

“He’s awesome,” said Hoosier head 
coach Kevin Wilson of Sudfeld. “Maybe 
got a chance to be the best quarterback in 


_ this league although there are a couple of 
_ great ones.” 


Sudfeld threw for 350 yards, giving him 


7,490 career yards, passing Antwaan Randle | 
_ El (7,469). 


IU finished just 2-6 in the Big Ten, 


_ beating two of the league’s worst teams in 

» Maryland and Purdue, yet the Hoosiers will 
_ be ina bowl thanks to going 4-0 against a 

: weak non-conference schedule. 

the Big Ten Championship Game as well as 


MARYLAND 
The Terrapins snapped their eight-game 


losing streak at Rutgers. Brandon Ross 
- scored on an 80-yard run with 4:40 to play. 


Ross ran for three touchdowns for the 


second-straight game. Ty Johnson also 

_ scored twice. The win was Maryland 

_ interim coach Mike Locksley’s first in six 
» games. Locksley didn’t discuss his future 
after the game. 


“T truly enjoyed and had a great time 


: with these guys,” he said. “I really enjoyed 
_ the last six weeks.” 


MICHIGAN 
The Wolverines couldn’t stop Ohio 


: State’s running attack and lost quarterback 
_ Jake Rudock to a left shoulder injury in the 
_ fourth quarterback. 


Michigan trailed 14-10 at halftime, but 


was outscored 28-3 in the second half. 


Wolverine first-year head coach Jim 


Harbaugh praised his team afterwards. 


“T’m very proud of the team the way 


gressed,” Harbaugh said. “We’ve closed a 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Spartan senior quarterback Connor Cook 
_ was brilliant in his home finale. 


Against the Nittany Lions, Cook, who 


: Team 


EAST DIVISION 


2015 Standings 


Overall Conference 
Michigan State* 11-1 7-1 
_ Ohio State 11-1 7-1 
' Michigan 9-3 6-2 
; Penn State 7-5 4-4 
_ Indiana 6-6 2-6 
Rutgers 4-8 1-7 
- Maryland 3-9 1-7 
WEST DIVISION 

| Team Overall Conference 
: Towa* 120 80 
_ Northwestern 10-2 6-2 
_ Wisconsin 9-3 6-2 
_ Nebraska 5-7 3-5 
' Tilinois 5-7 2-6 
- Minnesota 5-7 2-6 
_ Purdue 2-10 1-7 

*earned berth in Big Ten Championship 
Game 


Nov. 21 Results 
Iowa 40, Purdue 20 
Indiana 47, Maryland 28 
Minnesota 32, Illinois 23 
Michigan State 17, Ohio State 14 
Michigan 28, Penn State 16 
Northwestern 13, Wisconsin 7 
Rutgers 31, Army 21 


Nov. 27 Results 
Towa 28, Nebraska 20 


Nov. 28 Results 
Ohio State 42, Michigan 13 
Michigan State 55, Penn State 16 
Northwestern 24, Illinois 14 
Wisconsin 31, Minnesota 21 
Maryland 46, Rutgers 41 
Indiana 54, Purdue 36 


Dec. 5 Game 
Iowa vs. Michigan State* 
*Big Ten Championship Game (Indian- 
apolis’ Lucas Oil Stadium) 


All times CT 
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Nate Gerry scoops up a fumble against the Hawkeyes. lowa was able to regain possession due to a Husker penalty. 


was sidelined with an injury for MSU’s 
upset win at Ohio State, threw for 248 
yards, completing 19-of-26 passes for 
three touchdowns. 

“Sitting out stunk,” Cook said. “Obvi- 
ously, I’ve been very fortunate to be able 
to play in a lot of games and not have to 
sit out. That was a reality check.” 

Cook’s Spartans led 20-10 at halftime 
and blew it open with 14 unanswered 
points in third quarter. 


© man Trophy winner Griffin. 


“T think he is one of the best players in 


America,” Ohio State head coach Urban 
' Meyer said. “He’s one of the best players 
' that P’ve ever been around.” 


PENN STATE 
James Franklin’s Nittany Lions were 


no match for Michigan State. 


Penn State moved the ball well in the 


opening half, but two turnovers really hurt | 


- any chances it had of pulling off a road 


OHIO STATE 

Buckeye running back Ezekiel Elliott 
proved to be way too much for the Wol- 
verines. 

Elliott had 214 yards rushing and two 
touchdowns. 

Thanks to Elliott’s effort, Ohio State 
continues to dominate its series against 
Michigan, winning for the 11th time in the | 
past 12 games. 

Elliott eclipsed the 1,500-yard rushing 
mark this season, joining Archie Griffin as | 
the only players in Buckeye history with 
multiple seasons of 1,500 yards. In addi- 
tion, Elliott matched Eddie George with 
his fifth career 200-yard game. 

Elliott now has 3,812 rushing yards, 
good for second on the school’s all-time 
rushing list, trailing only two-time Heis- 


' upset. 


One of the Nittany Lions’ first-half 


fumbles was returned 77 yards for a 
© touchdown. 


“They were able to dictate the game to 


' us, especially with their offense,” Franklin 
' said. “Then the turnovers with our offense 

' put the team into a difficult position.” 
Penn State quarterback Christian Hack- 
- enberg, who likely played his final Big 
- Ten game as many believe he will forego 


his senior year and head to the NFL, 


' threw for 257 yards (completing 22-of-39 
' passes) with a pair of touchdowns and two 
_ interceptions. 


RUTGERS 
The Scarlet Knights blew a 21-point 


first-half lead in their loss to Maryland. 


Chris Laviano threw a career-best 
' four touchdowns and Paul James ran for 
' ascore, but Rutgers still lost for the fifth 
: time in its last six games. 
Tt was a difficult season for the Scarlet 
- Knights. 
_ Head coach Kyle Flood was suspended 
_ three games for trying to influence a play- 
: er’s grade and six players were dismissed 
| for off-the-field problems. 
There is plenty of uncertainty as to 
» whether Flood will return as Rutgers’ 
: head coach. 
_ “Thaven’t spoken to anybody in the 
university,” said Flood, who has a 27-24 
- record in four seasons at the school. 
_ “Nobody has given me any indication that 
- I wouldn’t be the football coach.” 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS 
: The Fighting Illini’s loss to Northwest- 
_ ern ended their hopes of going to a bowl 
game this season. 

_  Notonly are Illinois’ fans not happy 

_ with the way the season ended, but they 

_ weren’t happy a few hours prior to the 

» game when the school announced that 

_ interim coach Bill Cubit had agreed to 
ia two-year contract. Cubit took over for 

_ Tim Beckman, who was fired just prior to 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


DECEMBER 6, 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 33 


WEST 


the start of the 2015 season. 

“Tm looking forward to the chal- 
lenge,” Cubit said. “I really am. I think 
we're this close.” 

The Illini got 241 yards passing from 
junior quarterback Wes Lunt, but still 
lost for the sixth time in their last 10 
meetings with the Wildcats. 


IOWA 
The Hawkeyes may not be overly 
impressive and still have plenty of 
critics when it comes to them being a 
legitimate national title contender, but 
all Kirk Ferentz team has done this 


in its regular-season-finale marked the 
school’s first perfect regular season in 
93 years. 

“We’re not trying to be pretty, we’re 
trying to be productive,” Ferentz said. 
“Football’s not gymnastics. There are 


ing one point more than your opponent. 
We’ re 12-0. You can’t do better than 
that.” 

As a result, the Hawkeyes will play 
for the Big Ten Championship against 


game, they’Il be in the final four. 


MINNESOTA 
Former Golden Gopher head coach 
Jerry Kill led Minnesota out of the 
tunnel and onto the field for its game 
against Wisconsin. Kill’s presence 
helped early on as Minnesota inter- 


for a touchdown. Kill predicted before 
Minnesota has not beaten Wiscon- 


sin since 2003, the longest drought for 


old rivalry. The loss also eliminated the 
Golden Gophers from the bow] picture. 


NORTHWESTERN 
Thanks to the Wildcats’ 10-point vic- 


western is enjoying a 10-win season. 
Justin Jackson ran for 172 yards and 


te OaRNOW 


season has won. Iowa’s win at Nebraska | 


JOE/MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


Seniors Taariq Allen (7) and Jack Gangwish lead the Huskers onto the field against lowa. 


cane’ . cA - a touchdown to lead his team to victory. 
style points in gymnastics. Here it’s hav- | a 


After the win, Wildcat head coach 


Pat Fitzgerald took issue with the lack 
of respect his team has received in the 
_ rankings. 


“T don’t get it,” said Fitzgerald refer- 


we ae : ring to Northwestern being ranked lower 
Rheims De tle Oy ne a Wey waa _ than Stanford despite beating the Cardinal 
_ earlier in the season. “Our kids dominated 
_ that game and I don’t think they give them — 
_ credit. We didn’t win by 50 today, so we'll - 
_ continue to get disrespected from that 
_ standpoint. We played a very competitive 
_ schedule. We had two bumps in the road. 
_ [think our overall performance speaks for — 
cepted a Wisconsin pass on the first play ie eet) Wek tonne waleinne me 
: : : College Football Playoff Committee get 

from scrimmage and returned it 16 yards |. 
: it right over the next two weeks. I know 


the game that the Gophers would control : my ee 


the line of scrimmage and win the game. | 


PURDUE 
The Boilermakers finished the season 


: Sg ; having no answers for arch-rival Indiana’s 
ae oy ee _ offense, allowing 54 points. As a result, 
_ Purdue lost to the Hoosiers for the third 
' straight year, something it had not done 


since World War II. 


In three years in West Lafayette, head 


sana — coach Darrell Hazell is 0-3 against TU and 
tory over Illinois at Soldier Field, North- ® hasa6 30 overallaccontincludiag 2-2) 


in the Big Ten. 


Purdue has gone 1-11, 3-9 and 2-10 
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_ in Hazell’s Purdue tenure. Supposedly 
~ athletic director Morgan Burke isn’t going 
_ to fire Hazell. We will see. 


“We'll evaluate every single thing from 


_ Ato Zand make sure we make the appro- 
_ priate changes that we need to make sure 
_ this program moves forward where we all 
- want it to be,” Hazell said. “We need to 

_ fix everything.” 


WISCONSIN 
The Badgers own the Golden Gophers. 


: After all, they’ ve now defeated them 12 
» straight times in the battle for the Paul 


Bunyan’s Axe, in what is the most-played 


rivalry game in college football. 


This time Dare Ogunbowale was the 


hero. He ran for a career-high 155 yards 
_ and a touchdown, plus Taiwan Deal ran 
_ fora pair of scores. 


Quarterback Joel Stave wasn’t impres- 


: sive, throwing for just 79 yards, still 


he won his 30th game, tying him with 


- Brooks Bollinger for the most victories by 
_ a Badger quarterback. 


Star running back Corey Clement 


_ didn’t travel with the team to Minneapolis 
after receiving two citations for disorderly 
_ conduct on the Tuesday prior to the game 
_ from an altercation at his home Nov. 8. 


Chryst does expect Clement to play in 


© Wisconsin’s bowl game. 


vl 


Column by Butch Rasmussen 


When Immortals Collide... Absolute- 
ly one of my favorite titles captioning 
one of the Photos of Ed Weir taken dur- 
ing his playing days as a Husker. 

Weir, all-everything for the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers back in the early 20s is 
shown bringing down Red Grange, the 
Galloping Ghost of Illinois fame. Both 
men will remain legends as Husker folk- 
lore is passed through the generations. 

Born in the little town of Superior, 
Nebraska just after the turn of the last 
century, Weir became the first Nebraska 
player to be inducted into the National 
College Football Hall of Fame. You have 
to be somebody to make it into the Col- 
lege Football Hall of Fame and the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska is fortunate to have 
17 players and 6 coaches who have been 
honored by induction. 

In 2005 the Omaha World-Herald 
named Weir among the top 20 athletes 
in Nebraska history. 

He was a tackle and team captain in 
the 1923 battle with the famous Four 
Horsemen of Notre Dame as Nebraska 
beat the Irish, the Four Horsemen and 
Knute Rockne in that game 14-7 in Lin- 
coln. 

According to the McCook Gazette, af- 
ter the 1924 Notre Dame game, Rockne 
shook Weir’s hand and told him “Weir, 
I want to say to your face that you're the 
greatest tackle and the cleanest player 
I’ve ever watched. 

The 1925 game with Notre Dame 
might have been Weir’s finest. A special 
chartered train brought fans from Supe- 
rior to Lincoln to cheer on their home- 
town hero. 

He did not disappoint. Weir broke 
through the line and blocked a punt, 
which set up the first Husker touch- 
down. He played his usual strong game 
on defense, carried the ball and caught 
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a pass on offense. He kicked the ex- 
tra points after both touchdowns and 
kicked a 25 yard field goal in the third 
quarter to cap off a 17-0 victory. 

Weir's claim to fame, however, didn't 
just come as a conqueror of the mighty 
Irish but he had some epic battles with 
Illinois and Grange during Weir’s three- 
year career from 1923 to 1925 as a Husk- 
er. 

You can say for sure Weir played with 
the best of them. They didn’t get any 
bigger than the Four Horsemen and the 
Galloping Ghost. And Weir was just 6 
feet tall, 190 pounds, a tackle, playing 
both ways as nearly all of them did then. 

I first became aware of Ed Weir several 
decades ago as I noticed him riding his old 
fashioned bicycle around campus in Lin- 
coln, stopping long enough to catch some 
of the Husker practice sessions. 

I became acquainted with him and 
developed a friendship of sorts to the 
extent of spending some time at his 
apartment near the State Capitol with 
him and his wife a couple times when 
we were in Lincoln for football. 


‘A Stroll Down Rasmussen Road With 


Football Player 1923-25 


Ed was only too eager to talk with my 
wife and me about the good old days 
and to take us to a second bedroom in 
his apartment to show us his collection 
of memorabilia. 

When the subject came up in the con- 
versation of the photo of him tackling 
Red Grange in that game in 1925 we 
were surprised to hear he hadn’t seen 
the photo. What an inspiring photo 
that was and what an inspiring caption: 
“When Immortals Collide” and there 
we were, talking to a true Cornhusker 
Immortal. We made arrangements to 
bring him a copy the next time we were 
in town 

It seemed obvious to us that Ed was a 
lonely man. He walked us to the eleva- 
tor the last time we visited, rode down 
and walked outside the building with us. 
He invited us back for another visit and 
seemed by the look in his sad eyes that 
he didn’t want us to go. He seemed to 
be searching his pockets. Ed was a pipe 
smoker and found a book of matches in 
his jacket pocket and handed them over 
to my wife. It was something he wanted 
to give her as a souvenir. 

It seemed obvious to us that he wanted 
us to stay awhile but we had other things 
to do so we left. It was the last time we 
spoke with Ed. It wasn’t long until this 
Cornhusker Immortal was gone. 

This gentle man was one who 65 years 
earlier was instrumental in holding the 
Galloping Ghost of Illinois to one of his 
lowest rushing totals of his career. 

It was our pleasure to have had the 
opportunity to spend some time with Ed 
and when he was gone, it left us wishing 
we could have just one more opportu- 
nity to shake his hand and remind him 
what a great example he was for those 
who have followed him to Cornhusker 
greatness. 
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Story By Shane G. Gilster » Photo courtesy of NU Media Relations 


STEAMROLLING THE AGGIES 


Huskers capture first Big 12 title in rout 


Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 
Dec. 6, 1997 in San Antonio, Texas 


“We had a chip on our shoulder | 
about what happened in St. Louis? NU | 
defensive end Grant Wistrom said of | 
the 37-27 loss to the Texas Longhorns _ 
in the 1996 Big 12 Championship | 
: lined up” 
Too bad Texas A&M and not the | 
: lopsided as the total yardage edge, 348- 
» 83 in Nebraska's favor. 


Game. 


Longhorns had to face the Big Red on- 
slaught a year later. 


“This was sweet revenge,’ said offen- 
sive guard Aaron Taylor. “We seniors | 


talked all week, actually 
since last winter, that we 


and make a statement.” = 

And what a statement 
they made. 

Second-ranked Ne- 
braska rolled the No. 14 
Aggies 54-15 in a game 
that was never in doubt, 
as the Huskers played 
brilliantly on both sides 
of the ball. 

Nebraska built a 16-0 
lead in the first quarter, 


but it could have been much bigger. : 
The Huskers had trouble in the red | 
zone, having to settle for three field 
' defense had overall. The Blackshirts 


goals to go with one touchdown. 


That got corrected in the second | 
quarter as the Huskers outscored the | 
Aggies 21-3 with junior I-back Ahman | 
Green running for two of his game- — 
high three touchdowns. Green finished | 
the game with 179 yards rushing on 34 | 

tween his team and the Big 12 North 
Frost — 
played perhaps the best game of his ca- 
reer, connecting on 10 of 11 passes for - 
176 yards and rushing for two touch- | 
downs in the first half alone. He ended | 
with a season-high of 201 yards on 12 © 


carries. 


Senior quarterback Scott 


FEDEX ORANGE BOWL PREVIEW 4 5! 


were going to get it back va rs | lla Ginelicye 


_ of 18 passing, adding 79 rushing on 15 
: carries. 


“Tt was just too much for us to stop,” 
said Texas A&M linebacker Dat Nguy- 
en. “Scott Frost is such a great competi- 
tor and he’s so smart. He knew where 
our weaknesses were every time they 


The 37-3 halftime score was just as 


The second half wasn’t as bad for 
the Aggies, as Nebraska called off the 
dogs after the lead bal- 
looned to 47-3 mid- 
way through the fourth 
quarter. 

A&M _ scored two 
touchdowns, one on a 
fumble return, but it 
only trimmed the lead 
to 32 points, and then 
NU_ backup quarter- 
back Frankie London 
scored a _ touchdown 
with little more than a 
minute remaining to 
widen the final margin 
to 39 points. 

The two late touchdowns by A&M 
didn't diminish the game the Husker 


held the Aggies to 277 total yards, with 
only 13 yards rushing. Six different Ne- 
braska players recorded a sack, for a 
total of 38 yards. 

Texas A&M quarterback Brandon 
Stewart summed up the disparity be- 


Division champion Nebraska. 

“We felt like we were representing 
all the teams in the Big 12 South, and 
we're a reflection of how strong the 
South is. ’m kind of embarrassed for 
the South” 
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Nebraska quarterback Scott Frost led the Huskers to a 54-15 \ 


NEBRASKA'S 
2016 TO 2019 
OPPONENTS 
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Opponent 
Fresno State 
Wyoming 
Oregon 
IIlinois 
Northwestern 
Indiana 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Maryland 
lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Opponent 
TBA 

Oregon 
Northern Illinois 
Rutgers 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Purdue 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Opponent 
Akron 
Colorado 
Troy 
Michigan 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Ohio State 
Illinois 
Michigan State 
lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Opponent 
South Alabama 
Colorado 
Northern Illinois 
Illinois 

Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Indiana 

Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Maryland 

lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Location 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Evanston, Ill. 
Bloomington, Ind. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Madison, Wis. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
lowa City, la. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Location 

Lincoln, Neb. 
Eugene, Ore. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Champaign, Ill. 
Madison, Wis. 
Lincoln, Neb. 

West Lafayette, Ind. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
State College, Pa. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Location 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Madison, Wis. 
Evanston, Ill. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
lowa City, lowa 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Location 

Lincoln, Neb. 
Boulder, Colo. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Champaign, Ill. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Lincoln, Neb. 

West Lafayette, Ind. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
College Park, M.D. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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HUSKER HOOPS PARKING 


parkandgo.org 
IT’S A SLAM DUNK! 


Follow us on 


/LincoInParking 


RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! (eee 


parkandgo.org 


NEBRASKA MEN’S BASKETBALL 
2015-16 ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown (Prev School 


0 Tai Webster 6-45. 196 Jrm, Auckland, New Zealand 
1 Anton Gill 6-3. 191. Jr. Raleigh, North Carolina 
3 ~~ Andrew White III 6-7 216 Jr. Richmond, Virginia 

4 Johnny Trueblood 6-4 195 Fr. Omaha, Nebraska 

5 Glynn Watson Jr. 6-0 165 Fr. Bellwood, Illinois 


10 Jack McVeigh 

11. = Bakari Evelyn 

12 Michael Jacobson 
15 Malcolm Laws 

20 Tanner Borchardt 
23. += Nick Fuller 

24 Jake Hammond 
30 Ed Morrow 

31  Shavon Shields 

32 Benny Parker 


6-8 210 Fr. Cabarita Beach, NSW, Australia 
6-2. 178 Fr. Detroit, Michigan 

6-8 222 Fr. Waukee, Iowa 

6-1 190 So. Orlando, Florida 

6-8 275 Fr. Gothenburg, Nebraska 

6-7 204 So. Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 

6-10 235 So. Comanche, Oklahoma 

6-7 225 Fr. «Chicago, Illinois 

6-7. 225 Sr. Olathe, Kansas 

5-9 175 Sr. Kansas City, Kansas 


Om AAOHODAOADA AAD 


COACHES 
Head Coach - Tim Miles 
Assistant Coach - Phil Beckner 
Assistant Coach - Kenya Hunter 
Assistant Coach - Jim Molinari 
Director of Operations - Teddy Owens 
Video Coordinator - Gregory Eaton 
Administrative Coordinator - Brett Sapp 
Graduate Manager - Ali Farokhmanesh 
Strength Coach - Tim Wilson 
Office Associate - Sheryl Burbach 
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Clockwise from left: 


Tai Webster drives to 
the basket against Del- 
aware State. Freshmen 
Jack McVeigh (10) and 
Ed Morrow play de- 
fense in the 75-60 win 
over Delaware State. 
Andrew White Ill drives 
to the basket against 
Delaware State. Senior 
Benny Parker plays 
defense against Dela- 
ware State. 


Photos by 
Luke Franke 
Huskers Illustrated 


Date Opponent Time 
Nov. 14 Miss Valley St W, 97-51 


Nov. 17 at Villanova L, 87-63 
Nov. 19 Delaware State W, 75-60 
SE Louisiana W, 92-65 
AR-Pine Bluff W, 67-44 
Cincinnati L, 65-61 
Tennessee W, 82-71 
Miami(FL) 9p.m. 
Abi. Christian 2 p.m. 
at Creighton 8 p.m. 
Rhode Island 2 p.m. 
Samford 7 p.m. 
PV A&M 8 p.m. 
Northwestern 4 p.m. 
Indiana 4 p.m. 
at lowa 9 p.m. 
at Rutgers 5 p.m. 
Minnesota 9p.m. 
at Illinois 2:30 p.m. 
at Mich. State 6:30 p.m. 
Michigan 2. pane 
at Purdue 4:30 p.m. 
Maryland 8:30 p.m. 
Rutgers 2 p.m. 
at Wisconsin 7 p.m. 
Penn State 6 p.m. 
at Indiana 8:30 p.m. 
Ohio State TBD 
at Penn State 7 p.m. 
Purdue 8 p.m. 
at Northwestern 2 p.m. 


Tai Webster’s 18 points led five Huskers in double figures, as 
Nebraska shot 60 percent in the second half to post an 82-71 win 
over Tennessee in the third-place game of the Barclays Center 
Classic on Nov. 28. 

Webster, who earned all-tournament honors after averaging 
19.5 points and 5.0 rebounds per game in Brooklyn, led a balanced 
attack for Nebraska, which improved to 5-2 on the season with the 
win. 

While Webster continued his strong play, sophomore Jake 
Hammond put together the best game of his career with 11 points 
and 10 rebounds, setting career highs in both categories en route 
to his first career double-double. Andrew White III keyed NU’s 
second half surge, scoring all 15 of his points after halftime, as Ne- 
braska built a 22-point lead and withstood a late UT rally. Shavon 
Shields and Glynn Watson Jr. added 11 and 10 points, respectively, 
for the winners, as Nebraska shot 49 percent from the field, includ- 
ing 6-of-13 from 3-point range. 
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RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! 
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NEBRASKA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
2015-16 ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown (Prev School 
4 Kyndal Clark 5-7" Sr. “Webb City, Missouri 

5 Natalie Romeo 5-7. So. Martinez, California 

11. Esther Ramacieri 5-8 Jr. Repentigny,Quebec, Canada 
12 Emily Wood 5-5 So. Salina, Kansas 

22 ~=—Allie Havers 6-5 Jr. Mattawan, Michigan 

24 Maddie Simon 6-2 Fr. Lincoln, Nebraska 

31 ~=Anya Kalenta 6-3. Sr. Minsk, Belarus 

32 Jessica Shepherd 6-4 Fr. Fremont, Nebraska 

33 Rachel Theriot 6-0 Sr. Middleburg Heights, Ohio 
34 Jasmine Cincore 5-10 So. Arlington, Tennessee 

43 Rachel Blackburn 6-3 Fr. Leavenworth, Kansas 

50  Darrien Washington 6-2 RFr. Oakland, California 

52 Alicia Ostrander 6-3 Sr. Gordon, Nebraska 
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COACHES 
Connie Yori - Head Coach 
Britney Brown - Assistant Coach 
Ashley Ford - Assistant Coach 

Amy Stephens - Assistant Coach 

Meghin Williams - Graduate Assistant Manager 
Rose Sousek - Women’s Basketball Office Secretary 
Katie Adams - Administrative Assistant 
Dayna Finch - Director of Operations 
Rusty Ruffcorn - Women’s Basketball Strength Coach 

Julie Tuttle - Women’s Basketball Athletic Trainer 
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Above: Freshman Jessica Shepherd shoots the ball against North Carolina Central. 


Below: Natalie Romeo battles for a loose ball against North Carolina Central. 
Photos by Luke Franke/Huskers Illustrated 
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Opponent Time 
Ark.-Pine Bluff W 96-46 
North Florida W, 91-46 
N.C. Central W, 88-47 
Southern W, 89-38 
at UConn L, 88-46 
N.C. State 7 pan, 
Creighton 2 p.1, 
Evansville 7 p.m. 
at California 7 p.m. 
N. Arizona 4p.m. 
Arkansas State 7 p.m. 
Iowa 1 p.m. 
Jan. at Northwestern 1:30 p.m. 
Jan. at Maryland 6p.m. 
Jan. Illinois 2 p.m. 
Jan. at Penn State 6 p.m. 
Jan. Rutgers 5:30 p.m. 
Jan. at Purdue 6 p.m. 
Jan. at Michigan 1 p.m. 
Jan. Wisconsin 7 p.m. 
Jan. at Rutgers 1 p.m. 
Feb. Penn State 7 pame 
Feb. at Indiana 1 p.m. 
Feb. 11 at Minneapolis7 p.m. 
Feb. 14 Michigan State3 p.m. 
Feb. 18 at Ohio State 5 p.m. 
Feb. 20 or 21 Purdue TBA 
Feb. 24 Indiana 7 p.m. 
Feb. 28 Northwestern TBA 
Mar. 2-6 Big Ten Tourney 
Mar. 19-22. NCAA Ist & 2nd Rds 
Mar. 26-29 NCAA Regionals 


Rachel Theriot led three Huskers in double figures with 12 
points, but No. 1 UConn cruised to an 88-46 win over the Nebraska 
women’s basketball team at the XL Center on Nov. 28. 

Two-time national player of the year Breanna Stewart played 
a nearly flawless game with 25 points, 10 rebounds, three assists, 
three blocks and a steal to lead the 10-time NCAA champion Husk- 
ies to their third-straight win to open the season. Stewart hit her first 
nine shots from the floor, including a trio of three-pointers, on her 
way to a 10-of-11 shooting day. 

Theriot, who added six assists for the Huskers, was joined in 
double figures for the Huskers by sophomore guard Natalie Romeo, 
who managed 11 points, five assists, four steals and three rebounds. 

Jessica Shepard rounded out the Huskers in double digits with 
10 points and five rebounds. The Huskers came ready to play and 
jumped to a 7-3 lead on Theriot’s floater with 7:46 left in the first 
quarter. UConn answered with back-to-back baskets from Morgan 
Tuck to tie the score. 
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Kenzie Maloney has emerged as a capable defensive specialist during her freshman season for the Huskers. 
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2015 Schedule 
Nebraska Invite at Devaney Center 


Aug. 28 Tulsa W, 3-0 (1-0) 
Aug. 29 Grand Canyon W,3-0 (2-0) 
Aug. 29 Pittsburgh W, 3-1 (3-0) 


Vertical Challenge at Austin, Texas 


At 5-foot-8, Kenzie Maloney = [tims 3 
adapts to new role at Nebraska __ |Ametizs chattenge at Devaney Center 


W, 

Sept. 12 USF W, 3-0 (6-1) 

Story by Bob Hamar - Photos by Jimmy Rash & Joe Mixan Sept. 12 Georgia Tech W, 3-0 (7-1) 

Kenzie Maloney had quite a successful career as an outside hitter at Assumption | Sept. 15 at Creighton W, 3-0 (8-1) 

High School in Louisville, Kentucky. Maloney helped Assumption to three-straight state | Sept. 19atlowa State W, 3-1 (9-1) 
championships from 2011-2013 and was a Kentucky Class 3-A first-team all-state pick Sept. 23.at lowa a 
: ; Sept. 26 lowa W, 3-0 (11-1) 
as well as an Under Armour second-team All-American as a senior. Oct.2 atPennState W,3-2 (12-1) 
That caught the eye of Nebraska coach John Cook. Oct.3 atOhio State L,3-2 (12-2) 
“We like athletes and she can pass,” Cook said. “As an outside hitter she’d have to |Qct.7 Mich. State W, 3-1 (13-2) 
pass. She’s really quick. Her coaches were really high on her.” Ben ic eee tiles fern oe oe a 5 
But Maloney knew her time as an outside hitter was over. At 5-foot-8, she wasn’t g0- | Oct. 17 at Illinois W, 3-0 (16-2) 
ing to go to a big-time volleyball school and play as a hitter. Her future was as a libero/ | Oct.23 Minnesota L,3-1 (16-3) 
defensive specialist. Oct. 24 Wisconsin L,3-1 (16-4) 
“T knew that was what I would do because I’m pretty short,” Maloney said. “I couldn’t me re agen d mt noe 
really hit at the collegiate level.” Nov. 4 at Purdue W, 3-0 (19-4) 
Could she have gone to a smaller college and played on the outside? Nov. 7 at Indiana W, 3-0 (20-4) 
“Maybe. I don’t know,” Maloney said. “I never really thought about it. I was always | Nov. 11 at Mich. State W, 3-2 (21-4) 
‘ : ss Nov. 14 at Maryland W, 3-1 (22-4) 
just focused on playing back row because I was better at it. Rote enlniiana W, 3-1 (23-4) 
Cook watched her in high school and in club ball and saw the kind of player who | Nov. 21 at Michigan W, 3-1 (24-4) 
could come in and play the back row in the Big Ten Conference. Nov. 25 Illinois W, a (25-4) 


= 
© 


‘ : ” vq 6 Nov. 28 Penn State f 
She came from a really good high school program,” Cook said. “She has a great Dec. 4-5 NCAA 1st, 2nd Rds TBD 


demeanor. For two years we were telling her we need her to come in here and start and | pee. 14-12 NCAA Regionals - TBD 
play. She’s really embraced that.” Dec. 17 NCAA Semis at Omaha 

Maloney stepped right in and played as a freshman the first weekend of the season. | Dec. 19 NCAA Final at Omaha 
Heading into the final two matches of the regular season she had played in 95 of the 
team’s 102 sets this year. 

If the Huskers advance deep into the NCAA Tournament, she might have a chance 
to break the school record for sets played by a freshman of 118 set by teammate Annika 
Albrecht last season. 

“T knew as long as I worked hard, I could earn a spot,” Maloney said. “So I was al- 
ways confident that hard work earns your spot.” 

Maloney has been a defensive specialist most of the season, but she played two 
matches at libero when starter Justine Wong-Orantes was out with a knee injury. Cook 
said the Huskers are definitely better with -Orantes at libero, but Maloney has proven 
she can do the job. 

“Her passing numbers are great,” Cook said. “We’ ve given her a lot of responsibility. 
She’s passing half the court. Teams are starting to serve away from her now.” 

When the Huskers played at Purdue on Nov. 4, the Boilermakers decided to test the 
freshman by serving right at her. She handled everything, and eventually Purdue started 
serving another direction in what turned out to be a 3-0 Husker sweep. 

“Tt was crazy just because it was a smaller gym so it sounded a lot louder,’ Maloney 
said. 

Maloney — and her teammates as well — seem to thrive on the road. They ended up 
with an 9-1 road mark, their best since joining the Big Ten in 2011. But there is nothing 
like playing in front of 8,000-plus at the Devaney Center. Maloney, who also considered 
attending Kentucky, said there is no place like it. She said the fans make the difference. 

“I knew they were really intense and obviously we get a lot of fans into it,” Maloney 
said. “I knew the atmosphere would be crazy but just like afterwards signing autographs 
and stuff, you see how passionate they are. With football and all their other sports you 
see how into it they get.” 
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SENIOR CLASS CONTRIBUTES FOR HUSKERS 
Four Huskers seniors played the final regular season matches 
of their careers when the Huskers hosted Penn State Nov. 28. 

It was a class that didn’t really hit it big on the volleyball scene, 
but Cecilia Hall, Meghan Haggerty, Kelsey Fien and Alicia Os- 
trander all played important roles for John Cook’s program. 

“They've all made major contributions to our team,’ Cook said. 
“They haven't been stars. Kelsey Fien has been the most recog- 
nized. Cici is going to have a great shot to be an academic All- 
American. Meg had some huge matches for us. Alicia has been 
a valuable part and captain of our program. They've had really 
important roles on our team? 

Cook said the one regret he has is that Kelsey Fien didn’t red- 
shirt one season. Haggerty came in and started from the first day 
at middle blocker. Injuries have limited her play this season, but 
Cook said she’s continued to contribute to the team even when 
she couldn't play. 

“She's done a great job,’ Cook said. “I don't know if she’s faking 
it or what, but she comes in every day and works hard. She's been 
really even-keeled through the whole thing” 

Cook said Hall, who is from Sweden, played like an All-Amer- 
ican at times. 

“Theres times she’s been like all-world? Cook said. “Like 
Washington last year. This year against Illinois or Purdue she was 


| just making great plays. At times shes played at a really high level,” 
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Ostrander is a captain, but has played sparingly this season. She 
will join the Husker basketball program win volleyball is over. 

“Alicia I think is going to be a great story going from us to bas- 
ketball? Cook said. “A walk-on from Gordon, Nebraska, she has 
kind of broken all the molds coming from a small town with very 
little background in high-level sports. 

“Tt’s a pretty cool class when you think about it” 


HUSKERS GO 9-1 IN CONFERENCE ROAD GAMES 

Nebraska finished its Big Ten road schedule with a 3-1 win over 
Michigan on Nov. 21. The Huskers were 9-1 in those matches. 
That's the best road mark in conference play since the Huskers 
joined the Big Ten in 2011. 

“Tt’s a great accomplishment,’ John Cook said. “If you told me 
at the beginning of the year wed go 9-1 and be three points away 
from being 10-0, I would have said that’s a great job by our play- 
ers. 

The only loss came at Ohio State early in the season, the night 
after the Huskers upset Penn State in College Park. After that, the 
Huskers won seven straight on the road. 

Nebraska lost four Big Ten matches on the road last year, in- 
cluding being swept at Michigan, Wisconsin and Penn State. 
Cook said those losses paid dividends this season. 

“T's a maturation process, being tough on the road and really 
playing for each other;’ Cook said. “There's a trust factor involved. 
We've been talking about that all year. You have to play that way 
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HUSKERS SWEEP PENN STATE 

The No. 7 Nebraska volleyball team was dominant in a 3-0 (25- 
18, 25-18, 25-22) sweep of No. 5 Penn State on Senior Night at the 
Bob Devaney Sports Center on Saturday in front of 8,439 fans. 

The Huskers finished the regular season 26-4 overall and 17-3 
in the Big Ten. Their 26 regular-season wins are the most since 
2010, and their 17-3 Big Ten record matches their best since join- 
ing the conference in 2011. NU claimed sole possession of second 
place in the Big Ten standings and is riding a 10-match win streak, 
its longest since 2011. Penn State (26-5, 15-5 Big Ten) was swept in 
a season series for just the second time since 2002, as the Huskers 
won 3-2 at Penn State on Oct. 2. Saturday’s sweep was the Husk- 
ers’ first against Penn State since 2007. 

Nebraska outhit Penn State .241 to .126, the lowest hitting per- 
centage for the Nittany Lions this season. The Huskers also had 
a 12-6 block advantage, the most blocks allowed by the Nittany 
Lions in a three-set match this season. As she did in the match at 
Penn State, freshman Mikaela Foecke led the way for the Huskers 
with 11 kills on .360 hitting. Kelsey Fien had nine kills, while Am- 
ber Rolfzen had five kills and a match-high eight blocks in a domi- 
nant performance in the middle. Kelly Hunter provided 32 assists, 
nine digs and had five kills on six attacks. Kadie Rolfzen had five 
kills with a team-high 10 digs, while Justine Wong-Orantes had 
nine digs. The Huskers honored their four seniors - Fien, Cecilia 
Hall, Meghan Haggerty and Alicia Ostrander - after the match. 

Set 1: Nebraska rolled out of the gate to a 7-2 lead with big 
blocks by Foecke and Hall and then the Rolfzen twins. Amber 
Rolfzen’s solo block made it 9-4, and a Foecke kill made it 10-4. A 
pair of Fien kills moved the Huskers up 16-7, forcing Penn State to 
use its second timeout. But Hunter served an ace to make it 17-7 
right out of the break. Kadie Rolfzen, Amber Rolfzen and Foecke 
followed with kills as the Huskers built the lead to 22-11 on a 
block by Amber Rolfzen and Hunter. Despite Penn State stringing 
together a few points down the stretch, the Huskers finished off 
the 25-18 win. NU outhit the Nittany Lions .200 to .081. 

Set 2: NU broke a 6-6 tie with a 6-0 run. It started with kills by 
Amber Rolfzen and Hunter and a block by Amber Rolfzen and 
Foecke. After a PSU error, Hunter and Foecke recorded kills again 
to make it 12-6. Later, Amber and Kadie Rolfzen combined for 
another block to make it 18-12. Kadie Rolfzen served NU’s fourth 
ace of the night to make it 21-14. Nebraska led 23-15 and finished 
out another 25-18 win. 

Set 3: The teams were neck and neck early on, but Foecke re- 
corded a pair of kills and Hunter and Amber Rolfzen combined 
for a block to give the Huskers an 11-9 edge. Nebraska went up 
15-11 at the media timeout when Penn State put together a rally 
to pull within 23-22. After a timeout, the Huskers got a kill from 
Foecke for match point. Penn State took a timeout after that, but 
NU sealed the sweep with a stuff by Hunter and Amber Rolfzen. 
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ACROSS 

3. Leading rusher vs. Rutgers 

5. No. of Tommy Armstrong interceptions vs. 
Iowa 

7. 2017 non-conference opponent 

9. Big Ten West Division champion 

10. 2nd NU quarterback with 50+ career 
touchdown passes 

12. Wears No. 3 (defense) 

13. Leading receiver (catches) vs. Iowa 

15. Network for NU-Iowa telecast 

16. 1983 Walter Camp Player of the Year 
17. Wears No. 13 (offense) 

20. Leading receiver (yards) vs. Iowa 

21. Special teams coach 

24. Has caught pass in 26 straight games 
25. Big Ten Championship game city 

28. 2016 non-conference opponent 

29. Had Ist career interception vs. Rutgers 
30. Ex-Husker punter now with Baltimore 
Ravens 
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